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REEPHAM Town Council has agreed to
support two housing development sites
not identified as Preferred Options in
Broadland District Council’s latest consul-
tation. The two sites were presented to
the Town Council at its meeting on 11
September.

Originally submitted as an alternative
to the Shortlisted Sites consultation held
in autumn 2011, planning agent Hugh
Ivins presented a revised proposal to the
site on Whitwell Street known as X48-01.
The outline scheme for 22 new homes
now includes 0.5 hectares adjacent to the
primary school to safeguard an area of
land for future expansion of the school.

Representing landowners R.S. Buxton
& Partners, Ian Malton of CAM Architects
presented a new proposal for the south
of the Reepham 2 site. The 12.5 hectares
lies on the settlement edge to the west
of Whitwell Road and to the north and
west of Broomhill Lane.

The concept is to build new homes on
just 4 hectares of the site, while on the
remaining 8.5 hectares it is proposed to
build a new sports hall for Reepham High
School, along with improvements to the
management of school traffic and the ex-
tension and enhancement of school
grounds. The school already leases part
of this land from the landowner.

The sports facilities would also be made
available to the community outside school
hours.

Further, development of this site would
provide the opportunity to extend the ex-

isting cemetery on Whit well Road if re-
quired (see story on page 3).

Reepham High School Principal Mark
Farrar and Chair of Governors Tony
Williams said the school had “tried to take
on board as many views as possible”, but
were conscious that the limited time pre-
vented them from consulting as widely
as they had wished.

They did express concerns about the
increased use of Broomhill Lane and traf-
fic generally, but believed the potential
new facilities and benefits to pupils and
the wider community “outweigh the
possible detriments”.

At this stage, there is no figure for the

number of houses proposed; Mr Malton
said this would depend on whether this
site was chosen as the only preferred site
or in conjunction with other sites.

At the meeting, Town Councillors id -
en tified the need for the nursery to be re-
located as the existing facility on Stimp-
son’s Piece lacks some important facilities
(see story on page 19).

Concern was also expressed by coun-
cillors about guarantees that the plans for
the high school would still be included
if this was chosen as a preferred site.

However, Mr Williams said the school
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Development
principles for the
proposed site off
Broomhill Lane,
Reepham, part of
the supporting
statement
prepared by CAM
Architects of
Norwich for
Broadland
District Council’s
Preferred
Options
consultation

31 Church Street, Sheringham, Norfolk NR26 8QS. TEL 01263 825274

Manufacturers and suppliers of curtains and curtain poles, roller blinds,
pleated blinds, vertical blinds, venetian blinds, fly screens, wooden

shutters, canopies, awnings and more. All with free measuring and fitting.

www.sunlinecurtainsandblinds.co.uk

Town Council backs two
new sites for housing

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9 �





DON'T FORGET TO DO YOUR HOMEWORK!
Learn to draw and paint, all abilities welcome. Classes at Cawston, Marsham,

Hempton and Holt. Try wacky watercolours and oil and acrylic painting, learn skills
and techniques. Details and enquiries from Clementina Sutton 01603 872441

See my blog for up to date information: tinasnorfolkartcourse.blogspot.co.uk
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THE cemetery in Whitwell Road was op -
en ed in 1857 and enlarged in 1919 when
Reepham Parish Council (as it was then
known) purchased land to extend it. The
cemetery has both consecrated and un-
consecrated sections for burials and also
space for the interment of cremated re-
mains.

The number of new graves requested
each year varies considerably: many
peo  ple now choose to be cremated, or
to be buried out side Reepham.

While it is difficult to anticipate how
many people might wish to be interred
in the cemetery in the future, it seems
likely that Reepham will run out of burial
space in the next five to ten years. For
this reason the Town Council is reviewing
the provision of burial space and the pos-
sibility of looking for new space for a
cemetery.

Reepham Town Council has the power
to provide burial space, but it does not
have an obligation to do so. Many par -
ish and town councils do not provide
space: residents wishing to be interred
find space in cemeteries outside their par -
ish, in woodland burial areas or a crema-
torium.

Indeed, this is the case for many Ree -
pham residents who are not buried in the
cemetery nor have their cremated remains

deposited there.
It was agreed at its meeting in June that

the Town Council should explore options
for increasing the amount of burial space
in Reepham.

As part of this process, the Town Coun-
cil is consulting with Broadland District
Council planners, particularly with an ex-
pert on the process of developing a new
cemetery, and with local landowners.

This is necessarily a slow process and
the Town Council is keen to keep peo -
ple informed and to consult with them
on the options available.

One source of delay is the Local De-
velopment Framework timetable: Broad-
land is not expected to make a decision
on possible sites for housing develop-
ment until early 2014.

Until this decision is made, it is difficult
to know what land may be available for
a cemetery and what the cost implications
may be.

Even if and when land is available,
there will be several planning steps to go
through; not least will be a requirement
to check the suitability of the land, its se-
curity and accessibility. These will all take
time and involve the Town Council in
costs.

In the meantime, it has been suggested
that the Right of Burial in the cemetery
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Options for increased burial space

is restricted to Reepham residents (and
people who lived in Reepham in the pre-
vious five years). This would reduce the
demand for space slightly and extend the
period before the space runs out.

Currently, non-residents may purchase
space, but at a higher cost than residents.
This ensures non-residents make some
contribution toward the costs of running
the cemetery, which are paid from local
rates and, therefore, borne by all Reep-
ham ratepayers.

Many people have already purchased
the Right of Burial in the cemetery and
it is not suggested there should be any
change in the arrangements for these.

Cllr Anne Woollett and 
Jo Boxall (Town Clerk)

Reepham’s Whitwell Road
cemetery will run out of burial
space in the next five to ten years
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Mon 7 Oct – 4 Nov 2013 at New Frost Hall, Foulsham   1 30pm – 3pm. This course is free of charge with only    a £3.50 enrolment fee to pay
This course is designed for people completely new to computers and the internet. Your tutor will explain the basics 
of computer use and how to explore the internet and use email 
to stay in touch with friends safely and easily. The information 
is presented in easy to understand language and all of the common technical terms are explained.

Introduction to your Computer    and the Internet
with Simon Pocklington

 WORKSHOPS   + CLASSES   AUTUMN   2013

COURSES      FOR   ALL    AGES

LEARN   

SOMETHING

NEW

LOCAL    

TO YOU

Saturday 26th October 2013 at Reepham College   

10am - 1pm. £20 per person

Start your journey of discovery into the beauty of Tarot cards 

with Julie Grimes. Julie has been reading tarot cards for over 

18 years and teaching for 10 years. 

During the workshop you will be taught a way to connect and 

read Tarot Cards. You will learn to see the whole card and how 

to read the story that unfolds as each card is chosen. You will 

learn to listen to your spirit guide. This workshop is to show 

you how to read tarot cards for your own personal use, not for 

commercial use. 

Tarot Card Reading with Julie Grimes

www.glastonburytarotcardsreader.co.uk

Introduction to    

Tarot Card Reading  

Mon 14th October at Reepham High School    

Everyone who works with food has a special responsibility    

for safeguarding the health of consumers and ensuring that    

the food they serve or sell is safe to eat.

This course is suitable for anyone working in a catering, 

manufacturing or retail setting where food is prepared,    

cooked and handled.

The day will include tuition followed by a multiple choice test.

You will 

      Learn the importance of food safety and gain knowledge of 

the systems, techniques and procedures involved. 

      Develop understanding of how to control food safety risks 

(personal hygiene, food storage, cooking and handling), and 

   

food to customers.

Level 2 Award in Food Safety    

in Catering (Food Hygiene) 

Delivered and Certified by the Chartered Institute    

of Environmental Health 

Saturday 12th October 2013 at Reepham High School   10am-12 30pm. £20 per personCome along to this fun workshop and learn how to prepare and paint the nails to ensure a perfect, smooth application.You will be guided to practice nail art, freehand and with stencils together with the application of nail gems, stones and 
glitter. No experience necessary!
For details of our other courses and workshops    with East Anglian Beauty Training please visit our websitewww.reephamlearningcommunity.co.uk

Beauty Training with East Anglian Beauty Training Nail Painting & Nail Art Workshop

workshops

www.reephamlearningcommunity.co.uk 
email rlc@reephamhigh.com or call 01603 308133 (term time) 

or Sandie Athow 07796 698127 (other times) 
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People need to have a voice
I TAKE issue with Alison Hovesen’s
view (Reepham Life, September 2013)
that Realistic Reepham’s protest at
Broadland District Council’s consulta-
tion event on 11 July was a pointless
and childish gesture, and her sugges-
tion that our group is not interested in
“positive communication”.

On the contrary. Several of our mem-
 bers have gone to enormous len g ths
over the past 18 months in correspon-
ding with BDC’s officers. We have tried
to discuss many general and specific
points about their proposed housing
allocation with them over and over
again, in a factual and respectful
man ner, but we get nowhere.

It’s clear they wish to plough on, re-
gardless of the feelings of the great
majority of local people and in the
face of infrastructural, transport and
environmental problems that we all
know about.

Before making the detailed com-
ments in her letter it would have been
better if Mrs Hovesen had declared her
own involvement with the Reepham
1 (Cawston Road) development pro-
posal.

This might help explain her own
criticisms both of Broadland’s planners
(who did not nominate Reepham 1 as
a “preferred site”) and of Realistic Ree -
pham, who oppose estate-scale hous-
ing development on greenfield land
around the town.

At presentations made during the
spring and summer by the Reepham
1 and Reepham 2 landowners and
promoters, we could see all too clear -
ly their attempts at distracting attention
from one of the key issues – road
trans port.

If you believed Savills and Iceni De-
velopments (Reepham 2), the B1145
Dereham Road provides Reepham’s
“main vehicular link”.

In the case of Reepham 1, the map
at Salle Estate’s exhibition in May help-
fully showed the “commuting route to
Norwich via Cawston”. The elephant
in the room here is the hazardous di-
rect route to Norwich via Alderford,
which everyone knows is the real

main road link to the outside world.
At least the Reepham 1 architects

had the grace to acknowledge the
truth by the time they made their pres-
entation to the Town Council. I expect
dozens of Reepham people had ex-
plained to them by then that they had-
n’t been fooled.

Realistic Reepham wishes to keep
local people informed about a com-
plex and constantly changing situation,
and about competing sets of proposals
that would affect the whole town. It’s
no exaggeration to say that we fear a
“perfect storm”.

First, we have the ridiculously am-
bitious housing targets imposed by
Broadland in the context of the Joint
Core Strategy for the Greater Norwich
area. These targets are driven by po-
litical and financial considerations
rather than by any balanced appraisal
of the needs of individual settlements
and localities.

This flawed process then provides
opportunities for local landowners to
make huge sums of money by selling
agricultural land around the edge of
town for development.

We want to make sure Reepham
people have a voice as this situation
continues to develop.

Trevor Ashwin, Realistic Reepham

Hampton’s is a huge asset
I VISITED Hampton’s recently with
two friends and had lunch. It was my
second visit. This is a remarkable shop
and tea room, serving delicious food

with a very good wine selection,
which is lacking in some other hostel-
ries in Reepham. There were no cars
parked outside at all in all the time I
was there (about two hours).

This service is a huge asset to Ree -
pham and draws many people into the
town, which of course benefits all the
other shops.

I also bought two presents, very rea-
sonably priced, which I couldn’t buy
anywhere else in Reepham.

We must all support this business,
not denigrate it.

Susan Ivins, Whitwell

Wood Dalling thanks
THANK you to everyone who came
along to the Wood Dalling Village Fete
on Sunday 2 September. The weather
was beautiful and we were delighted
to see so many new faces, along with
our Rock Solid regulars, of course.

Many thanks to Captain Ed Parker
for his opening speech and to all the
“Friends of the Village Hall” and the
Committee members for their time and
effort in making the day a success.
Without you all generously donating
your time, nothing would happen.

On a personal note, I’d like to say,
as a newcomer to the village and to
the Village Hall Committee, that my
family and I have been made extreme-
ly welcome since we moved here and
are very much enjoying being a part
of the Wood Dalling community.

It’s lovely to feel part of something
with everyone working together to
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make things happen and improve the fa-
cilities for all who live in the village.

If anyone has any ideas for things to
benefit the community, questions, con-
cerns or anything you think the Village
Hall Committee could help with, I’d love
to hear from you.

Finally, don’t forget our regular Sat urday
coffee mornings in the hall on the first Sat-
urday of every month. Do come and have
a chat and a cuppa.

Louise Doyle, Wood Dalling

Undemocratic ‘consultation’
BROADLAND District Council’s consul-
tation on Preferred Options for future de-
velopment ended on 2 September.

But at its meeting on 11 September,
Reepham Town Council expressed its pref-
erence for two sites in Reepham – neither
of which were on the list pre sented to the
public. How could this have happened?

The Town Council had already issued
a strong statement arguing for strict
limits on the future development of our
town, but nonetheless it requested time
after the end of the consultation to con-
sider its views on these two new sites.

Neither of them had been put be fore the
public in the consultation, but the Town
Council have made it known that, after fur-
ther consideration, it “prefers” these two
sites. Doesn’t this completely undermine
the whole consultation process?

Both sites have been considered in the
past and rejected, but have now come
back with modified proposals. That on
Mill Road next to the primary school has
been re-submitted with a reduced num-
ber of houses to allow future expansion
of the school.

At the other site, off Broomhill Lane, it
has been suggested that at least 80
houses could be built, along with a
school sports hall worth £2 million. But
this site had been rejected four years pre-
viously owing to the poor access to and
from Whitwell Road.

Why didn’t anyone alert the town to the
fact that the consultation had been ex-
tended for the Town Council, who, after
all, are there to represent residents and
their views?

In our recent survey, 379 respondents
said that they did not want large devel-
opments around the town as opposed to
17 who did. Reepham has an electoral
roll of around 1,200 people so that is a
significant response.

So, why did Broadland’s interim plan-
ning manager, John Walchester, come to
Reepham just days before the end of the
public consultation to meet with the

Town Council and encourage them to
consider these other options that had not
been put before the public? Was it be-
cause he knows Broadland’s plans are on
thin ice?

We would urge all interested residents
to attend the next Town Council meeting
and make their views known on what has
just happened. Mr Walchester may grant
Reepham another consultation regarding
these two new sites, but you have to ask
for this to happen.

Mark Bridges, Chairman, 
Realistic Reepham

Part of Reepham already
CONGRATULATIONS on a really great
publication. It already seems part of Reep-
ham.

Roland Whiteman, 
Moorhouse Close, Reepham

views

UNTIL the 1970s, Ree pham had its own
magistrates’ court, which used to sit once
a fortnight in a separate, dedicated court -
room at the old Police Station on the
B1145 Dereham Road (almost opposite
Smuggler’s Lane).

The Justices Clerk’s office responsible
for administering the court for the area
(in those days called the Petty Sessional
Division of Eynsford) was part of what
was then the office of Purdy & Holley so-
licitors in Reepham Market Place.

Everything was dealt with locally by
magistrates with the wisdom of local
know ledge. If someone was charged with
careless driving (or worse) as a result of
a local road traffic accident, then at least
the local magistrates knew the roads con-
cerned and often the people involved.

How times have changed and are still
changing.

Current government proposals include
the removal of uncontested road traffic
offences from the courts so that they can
be dealt with by a single magistrate in an
office somewhere remote from the re-
gion.

The logic is that it removes the need
for three magistrates spending their time
in rubber-stamping foregone conclusions
in what are to be regarded as simple road
traffic cases.

It is also proposed that “local” benches
should cover larger areas; for example,
one bench covering the whole of Birm-
ingham or Lincolnshire.

Some motoring charges can be very se-

rious – and can have serious conse-
quences. It might be considered essential
to be able to fully present all the facts to
magistrates in person. A plea of “not
guilty” seems likely to be the only way
of being sure of getting a hearing.

It’s a money-saving exercise, of course,
and maybe it’s a good one. I suspect
though that many of those savings could
be achieved through better funding of the
existing systems instead of further nib-
bling away at access to justice.
�To discuss any of the above or for help
with your legal affairs, call David Laws –
Solicitor on 01603 871126 or 07933 149810,
or visit www.davidlaws-solicitor.com

Changing times for the local justice system

legal view
DAVID LAWS

When you write to or email
Reepham Life... please give your name,
full postal address and daytime telephone
number. All verified letters will be
considered for publication – we aim to
provide a wide cross-section of local
views and opinions

Collectors needed for Poppy Appeal
THE Royal British Legion, Women’s
Section needs volunteers to help sell
poppies in late October. We need only
around two hours of your time to go
around collecting for Remembrance
Sunday on 10 November. In particular,
we are in desperate need of one or
two people for the Booton and Wood
Dall ing areas. Please telephone Moira
Dye, who is the Poppy Appeal organ-
iser for the area, on 01603 871791.



7Reepham Life, October 2013

www.reephamlife.co.uk

YOUR COUNCIL MATTERS

WE write this letter following a meeting of Reepham Town Coun-
cil held at the Town Hall on 11 September 2013, when proposed
development sites X48-01 and the site off Broom hill Lane, Reep-
ham were presented to the Town Council and discussed.

The Town Council would like to confirm that they stand
by their comments made in their letter dated 2 August 2013
and still have concerns about the effect large-scale develop-
ment will have on the town. There remains concern about
the increase in the amount of traffic and the impact large-
scale housing will have on the sewerage system. It is also ac-
knowledged by the Town Council that many residents remain
opposed to large-scale development of any kind.
X48-01

The Town Council have considered this proposal and be-
lieve that the proposed revisions to this site address many
of the concerns expressed by the Town Council in a previous
consultation. It is a small development and will benefit the
community with the provision of land for an extension to the
primary school. There is still concern over visibility and access
at the junction of Whitwell Road and Mill Road, which it is
hoped Highways and the developer will look at carefully. The

Town Council resolved that they were in principle supportive
of this scheme subject to final proposals.
Site off Broomhill Lane

The Town Council have expressed concern about access
to the Broomhill Lane site and understand that further inves-
tigation needs to be carried out by the developer and High-
ways. The Town Council believe that in principle this site pro-
vides a significant community benefit. It is recognised that
due to its close proximity to the school, children living in these
properties would be more likely to walk to school and its
proximity to the town centre is also an advantage. The pro-
vision of a much needed sports hall for the school and ceme-
tery extension are obvious advantages for the community.

The Town Council resolved that they accept the advantages
this site has to offer (although acknowledge that more infor-
mation is needed) and require reassurance that access to and
from this site will not be an issue.

The Town Council believe these two sites can provide sig-
nificant benefit to the community and therefore would like
to put these forward as their preferred site options.

Reepham Town Council, 13 September 2013

Text: 07788 546175
Email: yourcouncilmatters@hotmail.co.uk
Twitter: Your Council Matters @YourCouncilMatt
Facebook: Your Council Matters

Post: “Your Council Matters”, Town Hall, Church Street,
Reepham, Norfolk NR10 4JW

(Please do not telephone the Town Clerk to contribute to
“Your Council Matters”)

Contact us – we can only do what you want if we know what you want

Follow the Town Council blog on www.reephamlife.co.uk for current opinions and urgent news such as road closures in the area

Chairman’s statement
FOLLOWING the Town Council meeting on 11 September
at which decisions concerning proposals and amended pro-
posals for developments off Broomhill Lane and off Mill Road
(adjacent to the primary school) were made, and which have
resulted in critical comments from members of the community,
I would like to make the following statement.

Following the publication by Broadland District Council of
its list of Preferred Options of Site Allocations, a well-attended
public meeting was held in the Town Hall on 17 July. At that
meeting local residents put forward well-expressed and cogent
objections to the sites under consideration and, following de-
liberations by the Council at the meeting, Reepham Town
Council made its representations to Broadland District
Council within the consultation period.

Our response has been published and copies are available
for inspection by members of the public, but essentially ob-
jections were made to sites PO48-01 (Dereham Road) and PO48-
02 (Whitwell Road), while no objections were made concerning
PO48-03 (former station site off Station Road/Stony Lane).

Since that meeting it has become apparent that revised or
new proposals are being prepared by landowners and de-
velopers and an informal meeting between members of the
Town Council and members of Broadland District Council
planning department was held on 30 August to discuss the
possible implications for Reepham.

At that meeting it was made clear to the Town Council that
failure to identify sites suitable for development would in-
evitably mean that Broadland District Council, under the duty
imposed upon it, would have no alternative but to select sites
for development with little or no further reference to
Reepham Town Council.

It was also made clear that if neither Reepham Town Council
nor Broadland District Council could select sites suitable for
development, under current planning law, developers would
probably be granted planning permission, despite opposition
from local councils.

I would like to make it plain that this meeting was perfectly
amicable and that there was no suggestion of interference in
the business of the Town Council or of coercion by Broadland.

At that meeting the Town Council were given information
on a new proposal for a development off Broomhill Lane and,
given that the consultation period for the Preferred Options
ended early the following week, Broadland was asked for
time for the Council to discuss the proposal and to add its
comments to those already submitted following the public
meeting of 17 July.

This was agreed and as a consequence, the proposal, together
with the revised proposal for the site off Mill Road, was con-
sidered at the Town Council meeting on 11 September and our
response made to Broadland District Council accordingly.

Les Paterson, Chairman, Reepham Town Council

Reepham Town Council’s response to the Local Development Framework 
Site Allocations Consultation – Preferred Options 2013
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would be involved in the planning pro -
cess from the start.

As well as supporting the proposed de-
velopment on Whitwell Street, the Town
Council decided to back the new site off
Broomhill Lane, albeit a late-runner, as
they felt it offered many advantages for
the high school and the community, and
would be less intrusive than other sites.

In its submission to Broadland’s Pre-
ferred Options consultation, which ended
on 2 September, the Town Council ob-

jected to the sites on Dereham Road (90
houses) and Whitwell Road (50 houses)
on the grounds that they would result in
a detrimental impact on the town and are
unsustainable for many reasons, such as
overloaded infrastructure, extending de-
velopment beyond the existing settlement
limit, proposed housing density and ac-
cess problems.

In an earlier consultation, the Council
also objected to the site on Whitwell
Street over concerns about access to
School Road/Whitwell Road.

However, it did acknowledge the need
for at least part of this land to be
reserved for possible expansion of the

primary school.
Reepham Town Council has been un-

der pressure to select the “best” (or “least
worst”) sites for future housing develop-
ment, having been reminded that failure
to do so would result in this choice being
made by Broadland District Council,
without reference to either the Town
Council or the residents.

However, until Broadland has finalised
a local development framework, Reep-
ham will continue to be open to various
land owners/developers, and the Town
Council will have to respond to any new
proposal or planning application as they
arise.
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comment

Tough choices over housing

Town Council backs two
new sites for housing
FROM PAGE 1

With yet another consultation ended, Broadland District
Council now faces a tough choice on behalf of

Reepham: to go with its Preferred Options for future
housing development, which have faced public scrutiny but
are the subject of much local opposition, or to accept the
Town Council’s latest position and back two last-minute
proposals, which have yet to be consulted upon or
discussed more widely.

However, serious questions should be raised as to why
these two new sites have only just been proposed. Cynics
might see this as a shrewd move by land owners and their
developers; Broadland may argue that they had their chance
earlier in the planning “game” to show their hand.

Yet the Town Council’s decision on its preferred options,
albeit without much time for discussion, may give
Broadland a way out of its dilemma by placing the onus for
site selection on the town’s representatives.

The nightmare scenario is that planning applications could
be made on any or all of these (and other proposed) sites

before a local development framework is ratified by Broad -
land, which now looks like being late 2014 at the earliest.

Until the LDF is ratified, both the Town and District
Councils may find it difficult to turn down any substantial
application on the basis that a site allocation plan has yet to
materialise.

Whatever the outcome of the site selection process,
Reepham is likely to get an allocation of 100-200 new
houses that might (or might not) be built by 2026.

What must be ensured is that we get the best possible
outcome for the town and its surroundings.

REEPHAM LIFE
YOUR Community Newspaper

Drop in to see Reepham Life
Reepham Life will be holding a drop-in session from 10
am – 12 noon on Saturday 19 October in the downstairs
“gallery room” of the Bircham Centre, Market Place,
Reepham.

You can talk to us about submitting news, community
information, photos or articles; discuss advertising in the
newspaper or on the website; or becoming involved in
any aspect of local publishing.

If you live in the town and are still having problems or
issues with the delivery of Reepham Life, please call in
and let us know. All suggestions welcome.

Reepham Life 2014 Calendar

Available at the end of October from selected retail outlets
in Reepham or order online at www.reephamlife.co.uk

Featuring 12 nostalgic photographs
capturing Reepham’s
history over the
past century.
The calendar
also includes
modern-day
images of each
scene

OUT
SOON!

£8
plus postage
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REEPHAM Chamber of Commerce is delighted to announce an
evening of late night shopping (with a Halloween twist) on
Wednesday 30 October. The shops and eateries around the Mar-
ket Place will be open until 8 pm.

The event includes lots of spooky treats throughout the town
along with a children’s treasure hunt – you’ll need to go round
all the shops in the town to work out the clues and claim your
prize.

There will be lots on offer – bring your family and make the
most of a spot of retail therapy!

Some highlights of the night...
For that ghostly experience, temporary hair tattoos and
face stencilling on Wednesday evening and all day
Thursday. All at a very special price from Reepham Hair
Studio

Pop in and see us at Reepham Home Hardware –
you never know what you might find!

Do you have any quality clothes that you no longer wear?
The Green Room is an established dress agency
where we can sell your second-hand designer clothes
and accessories. We are currently taking autumn/winter
items

Free blood-curdling slush (if in Halloween costume
between 5 pm and 8 pm). Coffee and cake £3, buy trick or
treats at Sweet Success, Townsend Corner

Halloween at Angelica! Come and get your carved
pumpkins, tea lights, spooky table arrangements, ghostly
gifts, weird wreaths and crazy candy jars

Free soup at Meloncaulie Rose – plus pumpkins, top
quality fruit and veg. Hope to meet some new faces!

Very Nice Things – for all your Halloween treats

The King’s Arms will be opening at 4.30 pm and serving
Halloween specials

Come on down for a spooky fun-filled trick or treat, that’s
Hampton’s Home & Garden

Spar Store, Reepham. Your friendly neighbourhood
store. Fresh fruit and vegetables, dairy, alcohol, tobacco,
groceries and more. Halloween and Christmas stock now
in. Open 7 am – 10 pm daily

V’s Café are happy to support the evening and will be
open as normal

Johnsons would like to welcome everyone to come and
view our new shop and post office layout

Mott’s Pharmacy – spooky face painting 6 – 7pm
together with a lucky dip

Robertson’s Family Butchers – the spirit of real meat
to sink your fangs into. Our sausages are spookilicious!

HSBC will be open from 5pm – 8pm

Bennetts of Reepham – for all your electrical
appliances

Reepham Country Market will be open in the evening
selling jams, chutneys, cakes, savouries, seasonal fruit
and vegetables, and crafts

The Beauty Shop and Diane’s Pantry will also be
open and look forward to seeing you on the night
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Reepham Life — Backing local business

USING social networking tools like Facebook and Twitter is
becoming an important way for businesses to communicate with
their customers and win new customers.

To ensure Reepham businesses and organisations are not left
behind, Reepham Chamber, with funding from Broadland Dis-
trict Council, is planning to set up a couple of free sessions in
late October/early November to help them get started.

You need no previous computer experience to attend – the
first session will provide a general introduction in an unpres-
sured environment, with further sessions providing a more

hands-on experience.
The focus will be on keeping it simple and what can be done

to generate real benefit for small businesses. Although these
sessions are aimed at small businesses, we are aware that they
might be of benefit to community organisations as well.

Further details will be available on the Reepham Life web site
once dates have been set. If you’d like to ensure you are notified
of the sessions, please let the Chamber know by emailing 
reephamchamber@gmail.com or by calling Brenda Gostling on
01603 870582.

Social media for the uninitiated
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Inheritance tax planning: gifts
ONE way of reducing your potential li-
ability to Inheritance Tax (IHT) on your
death is to give some of your wealth
away before you die.

However, a gift will not be considered
completely outside your estate until seven
years have passed since making the gift,
so if you die within those seven years, all
or part of that gift will be included in the
IHT assessment.

It’s important to remember that you
must not retain any benefit from the asset
you have given away; for example, you
can’t give away your house to your chil-
dren then continue to live in it.

In such an event, the gift will be con-
sidered as a “gift with reservation of ben-
efit” and will still be included in your es-
tate, however long ago you made the gift.

Not every gift will be assessed under

IHT rules. We each have an annual gift
allowance of £3,000 and any unused al-
lowance can be carried forward for one
year as long as you use up the current
year’s exemption first. In addition to this,
you may gift £250 per year to any num -
ber of different people.

There are other special gift allowances
too. Wedding gifts are exempt if below
the permitted threshold – £5,000 from a
parent, £2,500 from a grandparent and
£1,000 from anyone else. Gifts to charities
and political parties are also exempt.

If you regularly have surplus income
(excluding income from investments),

then you may be able to take advantage
of a special exemption that allows you
to set up a regular pattern of giving from
that surplus.

You will need, however, to be able to
prove that the gifts are both regular and
from surplus income, so careful record
keeping is essential for this.

� Jane Armstrong is a Chartered
Financial Planner at Almary Green
Investments Ltd. To discuss any of the
above or for help with your financial
planning, call Jane on 01603 706740 or
email jane.armstrong@almarygreen.com

money matters
JANE ARMSTRONG

REEPHAM’S Old Brewery House Hotel,
which closed in mid-August, is now of-
ficially on the market at an asking price
of £800,000.

The Grade II listed building in Market
Place is being marketed through Colliers
International. It said Oxford Hotels & Inns,
which had operated the business, decided
the business was no longer a good fit
within its portfolio and closed the hotel.

“Although investment and refurbish-
ment will be required, the hotel would
respond particularly well to this and it is
felt that, with a hands-on owner at the
helm or perhaps part of a more localised
small group, it could once again enjoy the

level of trade which it has enjoyed in the
past,” said Colliers.

The Old Brewery House features 23 en

suite bedrooms, a restaurant, conserva-
tory, bar and lounge area, together with
a function suite and leisure complex, in-
cluding a gym, squash courts and swim-
ming pool.

The building retains much of its original
character, including wood panelling and
an impressive staircase, and has over the
years been added to significantly at the
rear.

There are two wings at the rear of the
building, one of them housing 14 of the
bedrooms, the other the function suite,
leisure club and three-bedroom manag-
er’s/owner’s flat.

www.colliersproperty.co.uk

Old Brewery House on the market for £800,000

news

The car park at the rear of the Old
Brewery House Hotel has been closed off
to vehicles and the building has now been
secured by vacant property specialists

BROADLAND District Council is working
with Lofty Heights to provide a free loft
emptying service for residents.

The Coun cil will then insulate the loft
to 270 mm to help provide a warmer
home.

Homes can be heated more cheaply, ef-
ficiently and effectively if they have
proper loft insulation.

Please be aware that your possessions
will not be returned to the loft, but the
Council will help you find the best way
to re-store your possessions or pass on

items you no longer want to keep.
To qualify for this free service, you will

need to be in receipt of one of the fol-
lowing means-tested benefits:
� Income Support;
� income-related Employment Support
Allowance;
� income-based Job Seekers Allowance;
� guarantee Pension Credit;
� Council Tax Reduction (not single oc-
cupancy discount);
� Housing Benefit;
� Working Tax Credit (with disability

element and where annual income is
below £15,860);
� Child Tax Credit (where annual in-
come is below £15,860).

�More information from Broadland Dis -
trict Council on 01603 430627 or email:
energy@broadland.gov.uk

Get ready for winter with loft emptying and insulation
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CLAUDIA LOWE BOOKKEEPING & ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Bookkeeping, Payroll and VAT • Personal and Business Tax

Sole Trader, Partnership & Small Ltd Company Accounts
Fast, efficient and reliable service

Claudia Lowe, MAAT

The Granary, Back Street, Reepham, Norwich NR10 4SJ
Tel. 01603 871071      Mobile 07818 417739      e-mail claudia@clbas.co.uk      web www.clbas.co.uk

IN 2003, the Reepham Society published
a booklet entitled Harry Hawes’ Walk
compiled by the then chairman of the so-
ciety, Kate Nightingale.

Harry Hawes was born in 1863 and was
active in Reepham as a builder and car-
penter into the 1900s. He was responsible
for the construction of the well cover in
the Brewery House Yard, now part of the
Old Brewery House Hotel.

Samuel Bircham, the owner of the Dial
House (as it was originally known), want-
ed the oak work to be made from very
old wood and this was acquired from the
timbers of the demolished mill at Booton.

Booton Mill had originally stood in the
vicinity of Ollands Road on land known
as Mill Hill; Mill House off Ollands Road
might have been the miller’s residence.

The mill became redundant when the

trees in the Reepham House plantation
grew so tall as to steal the wind!

The structure was moved to Booton
Hill, where it was under the tenancy of
Charles Stackwood until 1900. Stackwood
thought the mill unnecessary as he had
two mills at Cawston, and persuaded his
landlord that the mill be dismantled.

The brickwork base was retained and
made into a storage building by Harry
Hawes, who knew just where to find the
old oak Mr Bircham wanted for his well
cover.

The storage building at Booton Mill has
long disappeared, but the present owners
of Mill Cottage have created a garden
building on the old foundations.

It is possible the mill was similar to that
in the accompanying picture.

Chris Peakome

Well cover made from demolished Booton Mill timber

reepham past

police
Victim and witness support in Norfolk
NORFOLK remains one of the safest
counties in the country, with crime
having fallen consistently over the past
few years.

However, in the unlikely event that you
become a victim or witness to a crime or
anti-social behaviour incident and have
to attend court, both the Norfolk Constab-
ulary and Norfolk Crown Prosecution
Service are committed to delivering an ex-
cellent service to you, using trained
local staff that understand and can meet
your needs.

This is our personal commitment to
you:

“We will provide you with the informa-
tion you need, in a timely manner and
in the format you choose, to ensure that
you fully understand and are comfortable

with the criminal justice process.
“We will understand your needs and

work with our criminal justice partners to
ensure we do all we can to meet them.

“Where this is not possible, we will ex-
plain the reasons why. ” – Head of Crim-
inal Justice, Norfolk Constabulary.

“We will assess the needs of victims and
witnesses, keep you informed about
the progress of your case, and make sure
that you are given appropriate support to
help you give your best evidence.

“We will explain our decisions to you
when we stop a case or if we decrease
or increase the charges in your case.” –
Andrew Baxter, Chief Crown Prosecutor
for Norfolk, Crown Prosecution Service.

To be able to continually improve the
service we deliver to our victims and wit-

nesses, we value your opinion and feed-
back on the service you receive.

Please tell us of your positive or negative
experience in having been a victim or a
witness attending court in the county by
email: vaws@norfolk.pnn.police.uk

While we will not reply to any submis-
sions using this email, we will review and
act upon them internally to continually
improve our service.

Should you have any complaints about
the service you received, please contact
cjscustomerrelations@
norfolk.pnn.police.uk

Contact Reepham Safer Neighbourhood
Team (SNT) by calling non-emergency
number 101 or e-mail
sntreepham@norfolk.pnn.police.uk

Not Booton Mill!
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BRECKLAND 
CARE AT HOME

High quality home care to enable people
to stay in their own homes

Based at Elmham Surgery we cover many areas
within North Norfolk, Breckland and West Norfolk

Breckland Care at Home can support you with
your personal needs, assist with domestic chores,

with shopping, attending appointments and
providing companionship. Our care package can

be from as little as half an hour

We are registered with the Care Quality
Commission and Norfolk County Council. 
All our staff have Enhanced Data Barring 

service clearance (formally CRB)

We are a local community interest, 
not for profit, company

As we expand, we are also recruiting new staff

For more information regarding care packages or
job opportunities, please contact the company
manager on 01362 667435 or visit our website

www.brecklandcareathome.co.uk



IF I asked, “have you ever been stung by
a wasp?”, what would you say? Would
you search back through your memory
and come up with one or two events, like
me? Or have they truly harried you like
The Birds throughout your life?

I was stung on the lips while eating a jam
sandwich aged six on a Welsh beach, and
once more about 30 years ago by a crea-
ture I was not quick enough to identify.

When, because of persistent swelling,
I went to see Dr Garrett in Reepham (re-
member him?), his instruction was to put
on water as hot as you can bear quickly
after the event and thereby alleviate the

effects.
I have always lived in the country and

those are the only events I can recall, so
why does the humble wasp incur such

hatred from all and the wholesale slaugh-
ter that most people feel is the logical re-
sponse to a bit of buzzing?

So, before you call the pest patrol,
please think and remind yourself that if
you move calmly, wasps will rarely do
you harm (they are aggravated by jerky
movements).

They are also as necessary as all the
other insects as they predate, and are pre-
dated upon as part of the crucial food
chain which surrounds us.

Please let them live; like all insect life,
we humans are giving them a really hard
time.
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MANY of you will have read about Reep-
ham’s involvement in the Campaign to
Protect Rural England (CPRE)-backed Ex-
ploring Our Footpaths project.

The Reepham Society was treated to a
wonderful lecture recently by Professor
Tom Williamson about studying the his-
tory of roads and footpaths in Norfolk.

This is being followed up with a short
series of guided walks this autumn look-
ing at the archaeology and history of our
footpaths and of the landscapes they pass
through.

So much lies hidden beneath the
woods and fields we are familiar with –
the remains of deserted villages, mills,
prehistoric burial mounds, even a Roman
road.

We will point out where some of these
monuments once stood and try to explain
how we can study the ancient landscape.

All walks are free of charge and open
to everyone. Stout shoes and waterproofs
essential.

If you would like to come or would like
more information, please telephone Imo-
gen and Trevor Ashwin (01603 870523)
so that we know how many people are
likely to attend.
Saturday 19 October, 1.30 pm

Meet in Whitwell Station car park for
a walk through the countryside on the
southern fringes of Reepham. Numbers
limited to around 30 people.

Saturday 9 November, 10.30 am
Meet in Reepham Station car park for

a rambling walk through northern Ree -
pham, Salle Moor and Kerdiston. Num-
bers limited to around 30 people.
Saturday 16 November, 10.30 am

Meet in the car park outside Salle
church for an exploration of the hidden
prehistory of Salle and Heydon. This walk
will take in footpaths and green roads.
It will include some activities in which
you can take part, so numbers will be

limited to 10.
The Exploring Our Footpaths project

now runs until May 2014 so there is still
plenty of time to get involved.

As well as providing some public ev -
ents we also wish to do some archaeo-
logical and historical research and to col-
lect oral history and reminiscences.
� For more information, please contact
us by telephone on 01603 870523 or
email footpaths@world-tree.co.uk

www.exploringourfootpaths.co.uk

Exploring Our Footpaths – forthcoming events

environment

gardening
Wasps will rarely do you harm

UP THE GARDEN PATH
WITH

VICTORIA PLUM
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Quality Hand Painted Furniture 
At Affordable Prices 

Vintage and Antique Pieces brought back to Life 
with Passion and Paint  

visit us at 
 www.countrymodern.co.uk 

call 01603 554224 or 07789 502946  
or arrange a visit to our local workshop  

We can also work our magic on your existing furniture 
 

   Country Modern 
Furniture | Accessories | Interiors 

The Beauty   Room
@ Reepham Hair Studio

New beauty salon opening Saturday 5th October 

 Lash perfect extensions  Gelish & Shellac Gel    
 Minx nails  Eve Taylor facials  Lava shells    

 Sienna spray tans 

Treatments for 
one week only 

(£10 or over)

Tel: 01603 872128
Townsend Corner, Reepham, Norfolk

50%
OFF
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RESONANT Strings is a local business
specialising in the making and restoration
of the violin, viola and cello. It was es-
tablished by Dota and Alan Williams, who
met during their time studying restoration
and repairs at Newark School of Violin
Making.

After graduating in 1995, they followed
individual solo careers years as profes-
sional “luthiers”, each developing their
own specialisms, with work taking them
to France, Australia and various UK de -
stinations.

In 2010, they decided to return near to
Alan’s place of birth and childhood home
in Bylaugh, and have now settled with
their two children in Cawston.

Their passion for making instruments
is evident through the many hours spent
working on each individual piece and
their meticulous attention to detail.

It can take five weeks to make a stan-
dard violin and sometimes months or
even years to restore a valuable instru-
ment or undertake a special commission.

Dota and Alan were once part of a
team that helped restore a rare Gagliano
violin that had been smashed; it took al-
most three years of full-time restoration
to return it to playing order.

Each part of the making process is
labour-intensive and highly skilled. From
drawing the template onto wood and
forming the basic arch of the body, to the
depth of elevations, shape of the neck

and bridge, and the layers of varnish ap-
plied at the finishing stages, all contribute
to the unique quality of sound.

They are always striving to achieve the

absolute best from each instrument they
make or work on, sometimes working
late into the night by lamplight when the
cast shadows show the contours of the
instrument at its best.

Their workshop is full of tools and
gauges, blocks of wood and rolled horse -
hair for making bow strings; everything
has its own place and purpose.

Dota is also a keen collector and has
an intriguing box full of bridges and bow
frogs, which, although are of little mon-
etary value, reflect little fragments of the
past and tell individual stories through
their dedicated and poignant engravings.

The couple also keep records of every
instrument they have ever worked on, de-
tailing the measurements and work car-
ried out.

In the midst of mass consumerism and
the grip of the throwaway culture, it is re-
freshing and inspirational to see that such
high levels of craftsmanship and perfec-
tionism are still alive and kicking – and
local. Jules Allen

� Resonant Strings 01603 870784
www.resonantstrings.co.uk
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arts & crafts

A passion for making and restoring stringed instruments

Alan and Dota Williams of Resonant
Strings, Cawston

AT the end of Smuggler’s Lane, where the
bungalows stop and the road becomes
very narrow and sometimes floods, there
is a footpath behind the hedge.

Some say it was made to allow the
Scouts to get safely to their hut; some say
it was part of the development of the
bungalows.

It had become very overgrown, but
over the last couple of years Digger has
been able to persuade the County Coun-
cil to clear it.

Now they say they will no longer do
so as there is no evidence it is a public

footpath and they cannot find out who
the land belongs to.

Can any reader help with this? Perhaps
we should get together volunteers to clear
it? (Someone with a petrol strimmer
would be ideal.)

Now, so many people liked the story
about the buttered hart (at least Digger
assumes you did as nobody has made
any comment; perhaps you are still
searching through your hymnbooks?) that
you might like to hear about the young
lady long ago who helped sick animals,
and who one day found a hare not at all

well. (Hares are often like that: hare today
and gone tomorrow).

So she looked after it until it was better,
though that took a long time, and some-
one wrote a song about her: “The Lass
with the Delicate Hare”.

After some time, however, it became
not only fully recovered, but somewhat
boisterous, haring about all over the
place, and not obeying when she called
“come hare”, so her mother told her to
keep it on a lead. Then she wrote a song
herself: “My Mother Bids Me Bind My
Hare”.

digger’s diary
Strimmers wanted to clear smuggler’s footpath

Reepham Open Studios 2014
IF you are a local artist or craftsperson and would like to be involved in
Norwich Open Studios throughout May 2014 as part of a new Reepham Art
Trail, please contact julesallen.arts@btinternet.com before the end of October. A
meeting will be arranged to discuss details once initial interest is established.
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  Coffee & Cake
COOKIES – CROISSANTS

MILK SHAKES – ICE CREAM

BACON ROLLS ON SUNDAY MORNINGS

Free
Wi-Fi

Sweet Success
Townsend Corner, Reepham

Eat in or take away

Open 7 days 
9am – 9pm

£3

Mark Foley, Solicitor: qualified 1994,
former partner in a Norwich practice now

serving clients from his home and for
convenience visiting them in their homes

Phone me to discuss your legal issues. 
I will help you myself or recommend the

right lawyer for you from my colleagues in
the Norfolk Independent Law Network

One Church Farm Barns
Well Lane, Sparham NR9 5PY

www.linkedlaw.co.uk
www.independentlawnetwork.co.uk

01362 688946 office
078 3333 2055 mobile

law@25am.co.uk

Authorised and regulated by the 
Solicitors Regulation Authority number 471736

A NUMBER of signs have been placed on
key access points on Marriott’s Way to di-
rect walkers and cyclists into Reepham
town centre with its offering of shops,
pubs and cafés.

So far they have been positioned at
sites near Reepham Station on Cawston
Road, at Whitwell Station and along the
temporary diversion of Marriott’s Way ow-
ing to badger activity.

Developed by the Town Team as part
of the Reepham Economic Strategy, the
temporary signs have been produced by
Reepham Chamber of Commerce and ap-
proved by Norfolk County Council. Part
of the cost of producing the signs has been
provided by Broadland District Council.

Over the coming months the Town
Team will be looking to improve all the
signage in around the town centre, as
well as areas of interest, in particular in-
troducing clear and attractive signs at key
locations.

The signs are also part of a project to

develop a simple branding strategy for
Reepham.

Marriott’s Way is a long-distance foot-
path and bridleway along the routes of
two disused railway lines between Nor-
wich and Aylsham in Norfolk.

It is 21 miles (34 km) long and named
after William Marriott, the chief engineer
and manager of the Midland and Great
Northern Railway system. It also forms
part of the National Cycle Network
(Route 1).

New signs bring visitors to town centre

town team
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REEPHAM Nursery School, which has
been running for more than 20 years,
started life in the Methodist church, but
has been operating for many years in the
pavilion on Stimpson’s Piece.

However, both the staff and committee
of the nursery have become all too aware
that the facilities here are not meeting the
demands of a modern nursery.

At present, we rent the building from the
Town Council, but with growing demands
made by Ofsted, as well as more flexible,
purpose-built nurseries nearby, such as
Cawston, Attlebridge, Aylsham and Lyng,
it is now clearer than ever that Reepham
Nursery School needs its own premises.

The pavilion at Stimpson’s Piece serves
a purpose, but is not ideal: it lacks many
essential elements, such as adequate stor-
age, a staff office for privacy and office
work, a separate eating area, child-spe-
cific toilet facilities and a cloakroom.

At present, the time spent unpacking and
packing away equipment (more than five
hours per week) could be spent planning
and improving the childcare we provide;

a purpose-built building would allow the
staff and children to create an exciting,
stimulating environment and, more essen-
tially, be a place to call “our own”.

Although we have done everything to im-
prove the space we currently use, there are
limitations with hiring the pavilion, which
mean we cannot pursue our potential.

Nothing can be left out and, although

we do have wall displays, we have to
consider other users of the building, such
as the football club, keep-fit classes and
private users.

The children who attend the nursery
are unable to make their mark within the
building and make it theirs, and the staff
are limited as to the extent of creative ed-
ucation they can provide.

A nursery is such an important part of
any community. As Reepham Nursery
School also runs a toddler group on a
Wednesday morning, it provides not only
a stepping stone from babyhood to nurs-
ery, but also an essential link in the run-
up to school.

At the moment, reception class teachers
from Reepham Primary come in during
the summer term to meet the prospective
pupils, introduce themselves and forge a
relationship even before the children start
school.

Owing to recent developments within
Reepham, such as the new housing pro  -
posals, there will be more call than ever
to provide the best facilities possible.

If there are to be more children in the
area we would be keen to be the sole and
best provider. If Reepham Nursery School
was to re-locate we would be able to be
much more flexible in the service and
hours we already offer.

Fritha Waters, Chairperson, Reepham
Nursery School Management Committee

� Reepham Nursery also offers a Par ents
and Toddlers group on a Wed nes day
morning from 9.15 am – 11.15 am, £2.50
per child (includes snack) and 50p per
sibling. Children welcome from new -
born until nursery age.

schools
Reepham Nursery needs its own purpose-built building

The facilities at Stimpson’s
Piece are not meeting the

demands of a modern nursery

How you can help raise funds
REEPHAM Nursery School has seen countless of our community’s children pass
through its doors, taking their first steps into socialising and education. It is essentially
a charity, run by a management committee. However, the nursery is in financial need;
government funding does not change, but overheads do, so the committee is con-
stantly fundraising in the community with raffles, cake tombolas and Christmas fairs.

The nursery is launching a new fund raising scheme that will hopefully in-
volve the whole community. With more and more shopping done online, the
nursery hopes that members of the community will help them by registering
with www.easyfundraising.org.uk. It costs nothing to join or register, and it
will not cost any extra to start donating to Reepham Nursery.

easyfundraising.org.uk helps charities, schools, community groups and other
good causes to raise money when their supporters shop online. It works in a
similar way to many other loyalty shopping sites, but instead of earning points
when you shop, you raise a donation for your cause instead. Examples of the
sites available are ebay, amazon and tescodirect, but there are a lot more fea-
tured on the easyfund raising website.

Fritha Waters, chairperson of the management committee, has registered
Reepham Nursery with easyfundraising.org.uk. If you would like to help
fundraise for the nursery, please follow the steps below: 
How to support a cause at www.easyfundraising.org.uk
1. Click on ‘Find a cause’ and select the cause you wish to support.
2. Fill out the quick form to register your details.
3. Find the retailer you want to shop with.
4. Click to visit the retailer, then shop as you normally would. Your donation

will be shown in your easyfundraising account within 30 days.
If you choose the ‘toolbar reminder’ option, it will pop up on sites that will
make a donation.
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Hendry & Sons
Funeral Directors

Private Chapels of Rest
RICHARD HENDRY, DIP. F. D.

Members of the N.A.F.D.
Station Road, Foulsham

Dereham, Norfolk NR20 5RG
Tel: 01362 683249
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‘Nothing   is   impossible,   the   
word   itself   says   I’m   possible’

Audrey   Hepburn

Let   Skylights   Coaching   help   you   
work   out   what   makes   you   ck,   
what   holds   you   back   and   how   

to achieve great things.

Want to know more?
Call 07736325189 or visit 
www.skylightsctc.co.uk
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THE beginning of the school year is al-
ways busy, and it doesn’t slow down until
July. The children of Reepham Primary
are very lucky – they have well-resourced
and lively classrooms, and their learning
is enhanced with rich experiences,
hands-on activities, visitors and trips.

Maintaining these experiences comes
at a price, and we are lucky that when
our school “pot” runs out we have an ab-
solutely amazing group of “Friends”
who support us. 

Over the years, the friends have helped
purchase audio equipment, books, small-
world and role-play resources, an iPad,
a pond liner for the school wildlife garden
and cooking sessions.

They also contribute money for trips to
keep costs manageable for parents and
carers.

The Friends raise money through fund -
raising events and activities throughout
the year. These include the hugely suc-
cessful Summer Fete, regular school dis-

cos, ice cream sales during hot weather,
cake sales, class tea towels, name labels,
penny collection jars and clothing collec-
tions.

At the moment our Friends consist of
parents and staff, but anybody with a
connection to the school would be wel-
come to help on an occasional or regular
basis.

The Friends hold a meeting once each
half-term where you can hear about up-
coming activities, proposals for spending
and can have your say.

You can support the Friends by volun-
teering your time at fundraising events,
donating items for sales or prize draws,
or simply sharing an idea to help future
fundraising.

To note your interest in becoming a
member or a volunteer at future events,
please contact Caroline Henry, mum to
three of the pupils at our school, by
email: friendsreephamprimary@gmail.com

Amanda Bell

schools

Become a ‘friend’ to Reepham Primary

Free accountancy advice
for small businesses 
SMALL businesses exchange news
and ideas at the breakfast meetings
of the Reepham Business Network
on alternate Thursdays.

There are no memberships fees,
you just book in and pay £6 for
your breakfast.

Occasionally, we have a talk from
one of our professionals which
could be of wider interest.

On Thursday 31 October, David
Baxter will talk about Accountancy
for Small Businesses. David’s talk
will cover planning and starting a
business, taxation, accounting sys-
tems and common problems.

You can see more details at:
www.reephambusinessnetwork.org.uk

This will be most useful for any-
one who has a small business or is
thinking of starting one.

We meet at 7.30 am at V’s Café,
Townsend Corner, Reepham.

Please reserve your place with
David Laws on 01603 871126 or
email: dal@davidlaws-solicitor.com
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A FEW months ago, my wife and I had a
short holiday in Poland. We stayed in
Kraków with its beautiful medieval square,
where ornately decorated horses and
carriages wait in line to drive tourists the
mile or so to the imposing castle.

It’s hard to believe that this elegant city
is less than an hour’s drive from perhaps
the most notorious place in history: Ausch -
witz.

We decided to join one of the tours to
the infamous World War II prison camp,
which has now become a massive mu-
seum to man’s inhumanity to man.

Our English-speaking guide led us past
the glass partitions, one containing mas-
sive mounds of hair, now grown dull with
age, which had been shaved from the
prisoners.

Other partitions contained children’s
shoes, jewellery, spectacles and artificial

limbs, which had been removed from vic-
tims after they had been gassed.

In a glass case I saw a doll that had no
doubt been snatched from a child’s arms
when she descended from the train.

We were then shown the narrow pun-
ishment cells – dank cellars where pris-
oners were crammed in with no room to
lie down or sit. In the deep darkness they
were left to stand all night to listen to the
screams of the tortured further down the
corridor.

Finally, we were led to the reconstructed
shower rooms – the fleeing Nazis had
blown up the original ones – where hun-
dreds of men, women and children at a
time were suffocated to death with can-
isters of Zyklon B dropped through holes
in the ceiling.

On the night before her death, a child
asked: “Mummy, mummy, how long will

it take to die?” The guide in-
formed us that it usually took as long as
20 minutes.

Where was God in Auschwitz?
One of the punishment cells we were

shown was the one where the Polish
monk, Maximilian Kolbe, was left to thirst
and starve along with nine others.

Kolbe had volunteered to take the
place of a married man with children, and
each day in this windowless cell he led
his fellow prisoners in prayer and hymn
singing until only he was left alive.

When a guard injected him with a lethal
poison, he was said to die with a look of
serenity in his eyes.

It is those acts of selfless sacrifice, great
or small, that one can glimpse our lov -
ing, bewildering God.

James Knox-Whittet

church news

Inspiring visit reveals acts of selfless sacrifice

THE Open Bible house group meets fort-
nightly on Thursday evenings. Each
meeting opens with a short prayer at 8
pm and finishes promptly at 9 pm – some
people have to go to work early. This is
followed by refreshments for those who
can stay, which is nearly everyone.

We read aloud three to four chapters
and give time for reflection. This is a good
way of learning and encouraging each
other in the Christian faith.

We meet in members’ houses and up
to 11 have sometimes attended, causing
a chair crisis; cushions on the floor have
been required. We are currently reading
the Psalms.

Meanwhile, a planning application has
been submitted to improve disability ac-
cess to the Chapel at the front doors. This
will have the added benefit of improving
access for everyone else, including parents
with buggies, Chapel users during the
week and on Sundays, and for occasions
such as weddings and funerals.

The plans are sensitive to the promi-
nent position of the Chapel in a conser-
vation area and constrained to some de-
gree by the limited space.

We are at the early stage of raising
funds and will be seeking grants. The to-
tal cost will be £16,000.

The Ewing Close worship group meets
fortnightly on Monday afternoons at
2.30 pm in the residents’ lounge. This
provides Christian worship for local res-
idents who cannot otherwise travel to
church and provides a time to get togeth-

er for a chat and a drink afterwards. Any-
one is welcome to join, including non-
residents.

The sunflowers have grown beautifully.
Thank you Brownies and Rainbows!

In the next edition, Stephanie Chapman
(our own correspondent) interviews our
Minister, Revd Seung-Wook Jung.

Michael Price, Church Steward

Chapel bible group, planning applications and sunflowers

November issue deadline:
18 October 2013

The sunflowers have grown beautifully
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SJD Steve Jenkins MCSD

Graphic Design Consultant

t 01603 870645
m 07759 161734
e steve@sjenkinsdesign.co.uk
w sjenkinsdesign.co.uk

HOMERTON HOUSE 
BED & BREAKFAST

Situated on the outskirts of
Reepham, yet just a 10-minute
walk into the town centre.
Homerton House has two
comfortable double/twin
bedrooms. Free Wi-Fi. Secure
bicycle storage also available.

74 Cawston Road, Reepham NR10 4LT
Tel: 01603 308158 or 07833 681863

E-mail: info@reephambnb.co.uk  
Web: www.reephambnb.co.uk

THE Bircham Centre Archive Rooms
will be launched and open to the public
on the evening of 30 October.

The Centre is supporting the Reepham
Chamber of Commerce Late Night Shop-
ping Event that evening and invites mem -
bers of the public to view the rooms and
memorabilia.

The Bircham Centre shop will be open,
refreshments will be available and the
Country Market will be selling its local pro-
duce.

There will also be a raffle with a range
of prizes donated by Reepham’s retailers
and restaurants; funds raised will go to
wards the continuing refurbishment of the

Bircham Centre.
Please come and support us and the

town; come and view our Archive Rooms
and see how the monies raised so far
have been invested in our wonderful
community building.

Gill Wheatley, Administrator 
01603 879242

Bircham Centre to launch Archive Rooms on 30 October

news

REEPHAM High School student Millie Sutton took this image outside the Bircham
Centre in Reepham Market Place, when she was doing photography during curriculum
enhancement week last term.

“I developed the photo in the darkroom at school,” said Millie. “My friend, who
was with me at the time, also took a picture of the telephone box using a digital camera,
but the image did not show up on her photo. I have not found out anything about
the image, although I would like to find out more.”

If anything knows anything about the “woman” in the photo, or if you have any
stories about any of other haunting experiences in Reepham, please email
letters@reephamlife.co.uk or send to the address on page 3.

Ghostly image in the Market Place



THANKS to a capacity crowd attending
August’s Reepham Music Festival, the
event organisers have been able to do-
nate £5,500 to local charities and good
causes.

Organisations that will benefit include
the East Anglian Air Ambulance; The
Matthew Project, providing drugs and al-
cohol-related counselling and advice; and
Norfolk MIND, providers of mental
health services in the county.

Other beneficiaries are Musical Keys,
a charity helping people with special and
additional needs; Surviving Together, a
support group for women adult survivors
of childhood sexual abuse; and Reepham
Patient Care Fund, which supplies mo-
bility equipment and social welfare sup-
port to sick and disabled residents.

Meanwhile, Reepham Under 10s will al -
so receive a contribution towards new
football strip.

Festival chairman Steve Jenkins is
proud of how the event is able to sup -
port local good causes. “Reepham’s an-
nual music festival is firmly established

on the music circuit, but it’s not about
making commercial profit,” he said.

“After all our expenses have been cov-
ered, the idea is to help support the good
work that goes on at community level.
And if this also helps contribute to rais -

ing awareness of what these organisations
do, then so much the better.”

Planning for Reepham 14 is already un-
der way.

Sponsors are welcome and can contact
Steve Jenkins at sjendesign@yahoo.co.uk
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music

Festival raises record amount for local good causes

DECIBELLS, the Reepham-based hand-
bell ringers played a selection of their
repertoire in St Michael’s church at the
special Sunday morning service during
the Reepham Festival.

The 12-bell group played classical
pieces, spirituals and folk songs to an ap-
preciative congregation in a service ded-
icated to the joy of music.

Six ringers, with their leader, Tamara
Gould, also played in Dereham recently
and also performed in Aylsham Church
on 7 September, and will be at other ven-
ues in the months leading up to Christ-
mas.

Decibells was founded in 1997, origi-
nally with ten ringers, with their conduc-
tor, hence the name.

They started with 13 bells, loaned from
St Michael’s, and have since bought more
bells, giving them a wider range and
greater variety of music, ranging from
classical to pop.

The group rehearses every Thursday
morning at the Bircham Centre from 10
am to 12 noon, and welcome anyone
who wishes to pop in and listen to them.

They also welcome new players, expe-
rienced or beginners, but stress that the
ability to read music is essential.

Tamara Gould 01603 870249

Decibells contribute to Reepham festival

November issue deadline:
18 October 2013
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sports
Marriott’s Way 10k race to finish in Market Place
THE 2013 Marriott’s Way 10k race starting
at 11 am on Sunday 13 October will be
the fifth of its kind and promises to be
the biggest and best so far.

The 10-km race along the Marriott’s
Way between Aylsham and Reepham is
mainly off-road and predominantly flat.
This makes it ideal for beginners and the
more experienced runners alike.

Owing to the ever growing popularity
of the race, this year there will be two
waves of runners, offering more people
the chance to take part than ever before.
Runners will be coming from across Nor-
folk and further afield to take part in this
well-respected race.

The race will finish in the historic Reep-
ham Market Place, where spectators are
encouraged to cheer the runners over the
finish line. DixieMix Jazz Band will be en-
tertaining the crowds in Reepham, and
several of the town’s shops and eateries
will be open on the day to add to the oc-
casion, including the King’s Arms and V’s
Café, which will offer food and beverages.

The race is sponsored by the Whitwell
& Reepham Railway and supported by
Sportlink and D & F McCarthy.

Councillor Claudette Bannock, Sports
Champion at Broadland District Council
said: “It is a fantastic opportunity for the
runners in the region to take part in a 10-
km race through a scenic multi-terrain
route and now there are even more

chances to run with the new two-wave
start at 11 am and 11.15 am.”

If you haven’t already entered, don’t de-
lay as places are filling up fast, with en-
tries closing at midnight on Monday 7 Oc-
tober.

Why not join with three work col-
leagues and enter a team of four into the
Marriott’s Way 10k corporate challenge?

More details and links to the entry
forms can be found at:

www.broadland.gov.uk/mw10k

Tennis coaching now available
REEPHAM Tennis club is now holding
coaching sessions during autumn. These
are being held from 2–8 pm on Mon -
days.

Places for all group session are limited
and will be allocated on a first-come,
first-served basis. All coaching fees are
payable in advance. Individual lessons
are available before 2 pm.
� For more information or to make a
booking, phone 07800 205044 or email
coaching@reephamtennisclub.co.uk or
download the booking form at
www.reephamtennisclub.co.uk

IT is all too easy to be president of a suc-
cessful organisation. One can sit around
(and occasionally stand around) with a
smug grin while the players and officials
work their socks off to produce results.
This year my grin has been slightly wider
and smugger than usual.

On the field, our Saturday 1st XI has
been promoted for the fourth successive
season and we would probably have fin-
ished top of Division 5 of the Norfolk
League had Joe Hollis not damaged some
part of his anatomy at Swanton Morley
and been unable to bat.

We thought about pulling the screens
around him as they do at Aintree, but af-
ter a week or two he got back to full fit-
ness and showed that he, like Paul Har-
wood, can still compete with the young-
sters.

Our batting has improved throughout
the season with Danny Tipple leading
from the front and Ben Briggs, Joe and
particularly our new boy from Kent, Tim
Nutting, scoring hundreds of runs.

Even in our last league game both Matt
Henderson and George Wright scored
maiden half-centuries.

Without doubt, had Mark Lester been
available for the first half of the season
we would have taken a lot more wickets.
He had been playing for Norfolk over
50s, but showed clearly that age is no bar-
rier to class: medium-pace, good-length
bowling succeeds at all levels.

We had been worried that our debutant
2nd XI would have problems in both
finding players and winning matches

Surprisingly, recruiting players was not
a problem and we were delighted that
our young side managed to finish third
from bottom of Division 8.

Both Ali Hughes and Tom Colman ach -
ieved maiden hundreds, Ali as the Club’s
second youngest player (after Simon Har-
wood) to do this. Tom claimed never to
have scored more than 20 before the sea-
son started but, after three 50s, he man-
aged more than 150 not out in the last
match.

Our bowling needs strengthening by
next year and if that happens we should
be shooting up the league.

We were worried that the Sunday
team might struggle in the 2nd Division
of the Norfolk Sunday League, but we
survived and might well have been pro-
moted had we won our last game.

Pre-harvest, Simon Harwood captained
the side, but when he had to mount his
combine harvester, control moved to Paul
Minns as a successful batsman and sen-
sible captain and Joe Wright as an excel-
lent team selector.

Hopefully, next year all the selection
will be following Joe’s principles. He was
also our most successful bowler and the
fact that we were able to beat sides like
Downham Town, Dereham and Thetford
showed our strength.

Next month I will have news of our off-
the-field achievements

Jim Everton, President, 
Reepham & Salle Cricket Club

A wide, smug grin for cricket club president
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EVERY year, libraries across the UK
challenge children to read six books and
visit the library three times over their sum-
mer holiday.

Teachers and parents love the challenge
because it helps children maintain their
reading levels over the long break. Chil-

dren love the challenge because they can
read whatever they want, they are reward-
ed with stickers and trading cards, and,
most of all, it’s fun.

The theme this year was Creepy House
and 150 brave children joined the chal-
lenge – and a record 80% (120 children)

finished. They received their certificates
and gold medals at ceremonies at Reep-
ham Primary School and Reepham Li-
brary.

Thank you to all the parents and tea -
chers who encouraged our Creepy House
readers, to Emily and Rowan, our two
volunteers who took time out of their hol-
idays to help us with the challenge, and
to Cllr James Joyce, who presented all the
certificates.

And, of course, we would like to say
well done to all the children who did so
much reading in their holidays – don’t for-
get to come back and see us soon.

Helen Johnson, Library Manager

October at Reepham Library
� Bounce & Rhyme Time, every Friday
from 10.30 – 11 am.
� Reepham Town Read for Black His-
tory Month: Small Island by Andrea
Levy. Join us in reading this modern
classic. Books are now available.
� Wartime Sweethearts and GI Brides:
Anglo-American Romance in Norfolk
During WW2 – a presentation by Libby
Morgan from the 2nd Air Division Memo-
rial Library, Monday 7 October, 11 am –
12 noon, free, booking essential.

Congratulations to all our Creepy House readers

books

Norfolk County Councillor James Joyce (right) presented certificates to children who
completed the Creepy House summer reading challenge at Reepham Library

sports

REEPHAM Town Bowls Club had a
great end to the season with the Triples
Day on 15 September, along with the
Grand Summer Draw. The weather could
have been better, but it could also have
been far worse.

Thank you to all the businesses in Ree -
pham who assisted with raffle prizes; it
was greatly appreciated and we raised
£152 to go towards the end-of-season
maintenance of the bowling green.

We also had Tesco in Aylsham come
along to take some pictures of us receiv-
ing a cheque for £693, which they had
previously donated to buy new equip-
ment for the club.

Also a big thank you to Peter and Sita
from the King’s Arms, who have once
again given us £150 to pay the rent for

the coming year; they are both very sup-
portive and their generosity really helps
the club.

Well, that’s it for this season – except
to say that if you are interested in joining
next year or would like further informa-
tion, please don’t hesitate to contact me.
If you would like to sponsor the club or
make a donation, please let me know.

Barry Barker
barrydbarker@yahoo.co.uk

A great season’s end for bowls club Whitwell Station screens
live sport until 10 pm 
WHITWELL & Reepham Station is
now open until 10 pm each
evening with large TV screens
showing live sport from Sky Sports.

Everyone is invited to come along
and enjoy a drink with friends and
family, and relax in the heated mar-
quee while watching TV; children
are welcome as there is a play area
for them as well.

Most live sports are catered for,
with special events for World Cup
qualifying matches and F1 Grand
Prix races.

The marquee can also be hired out
for private parties and events.

www.whitwellstation.com
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news

REEPHAM Life is delighted to announce
the launch of Reepham Volunteers. This
is a new pool of locally-based volunteers
that can provide support to local commu-
nity groups and organisations that need
help with events and activities in the town.

Reepham Volunteers is one of the proj-
ects that have emerged from the Reep-
ham Economic Strategy, which has been
developed to provide projects and initia-
tives to support and enhance Reepham’s
economy.

A Town Team, composed of represen-
tatives from Reepham Town Council,
Reepham Chamber of Commerce, Broad-
land District Council, Reepham Society,
Reepham High School & College, Realistic
Reepham and numerous other groups
and societies, have been working with
consultants Ingham Pinnock Associates
to develop the strategy over the past nine
months.

During the development of the strategy,
Ingham Pinnock Associates conducted a
significant programme of research and
consultation with a number of groups, so-
cieties and members of the public.

One of the key issues arising from this
research was the need for more voluntary
support for events and activities taking
place in the Reepham district to ensure
that they can continue in the future.

As is often typical in towns such as
Reepham, the organisation of many
events falls to the same, small group of
people, who often end up running out of
spare time and the energy to continue.

This can sadly lead to the decline of

events and activities that have played an
important role in community life for gen-
erations.

Groups and societies are keen to con-
tinue providing events, but require
further help and assistance on a voluntary
basis.

Such activities in market towns are vital
to their economic and social success: they
help to encourage new businesses and
visitors to the area, increase footfall and
create a vibrant and enjoyable commu-
nity.

People are often put off volunteering
by having to commit on a regular basis,
for a minimum amount of time or be-
cause they do not think their skills are re-
quired.

By signing up, Reepham Volunteers will
be able to pick and choose which event
or activity they would like to support
throughout the year.

This is aided by the fact that groups and
societies will provide details of the sort
of tasks they require support for.

If you are a resident, the Town Team
invites you to sign up as a Reepham Vol-
unteer.

If you are a local group or organisation
needing support, the Town Team invites
you to advertise for volunteers through
this initiative.

Further information on how to do this
is set out below. 

Please spread the word and help sup-
port this wonderful market town.
How does it work?

Volunteers can sign up initially by con-

tacting Reepham Life (a link will be avail-
able soon through the Reepham Life web-
site). Once they have signed up they will
receive email notifications about any vol-
unteering opportunities in and around
Reepham.

Once an interesting opportunity arises,
volunteers contact the named party de-
tailed on the “Call for Volunteers” form
and offer their voluntary support.

The “Call for Volunteers” form will pro-
vide detailed information on the type of
volunteers required, the time commitment
and the tasks that voluntary support is re-
quired for.
Do I have to sign up to a minimum
number of hours or to a specific
organisation?

No. The joy of signing up to Reepham
Volunteers is that you can pick and
choose exactly how much time and
which activity you would like to help
with.
I am a member of a local
organisation and would like to
advertise for volunteers. How do I
go about doing this?

Please contact Reepham Life to register
as an organisation that would like to use
Reepham Volunteers (a link will be av -
ail able soon through the Reepham Life
website).

Once you have registered, you can sub-
mit a “Call for Volunteers” form, which
will be distributed to all Reepham Volun-
teers and advertised in Reepham Life.

If a volunteer would like to take part in
your activity, they will get in contact with
you directly.

This service is completely free to all lo-
cal groups and societies.

Reepham Volunteers launched

REEPHAM’S new sweets and ice cream
shop on Townsend Corner is planning to
open from 9 am to 9 pm, Monday to Sun-
day, to give children and teenagers a
place where they can meet up with free
Wi-Fi (limited time per person), according
to Roy Wainwright of Sweet Success.

“We can seat around 22 people for
events such as birthdays, meetings and
general get-togethers,” said Mr Wain-
wright. “And we are looking to have an
open day so everyone can come and see
the place for themselves.

“During the evening we will offer hot

and cold refreshments, as well as sweets,
slushes, ice creams, sundaes, milk shakes,
tea, coffee and hot chocolate with all the
trimmings, and fudge and waffles.

“The most important thing is having
people in and around the town – and on
the weekends.”

Sweet shop offers a place to meet with free Wi-Fi

Reepham Hair Studio & Nail Bar
Open 6 days � Late night Thursday

Reduced rates for Children, Students and OAPs
Townsend Corner, Reepham � Tel: 01603 872128

www.reepham-hair-studio.co.uk

Very Nice Things
Proprietor: Sue Cutting

Market Place, Reepham, Norwich NR10 4JJ

Tel: 01603 873390



Thursday 3 October
Royal British Legion, Men’s Section,
Annual General Meeting, 2pm,
Bircham Centre, Market Place,
Reepham. Contact: Bernard Dye
01603 871791 or
dye.reepham@btopenworld.com

Friday 4 October
Reepham WI quiz, Reepham
College, 7.00 for 7.30 pm. Teams of
up to six may be entered and the
charge is £7 per person, including
the buffet supper. Bring your own
wine and glasses. Please book no
later than a week before through Liz
Howes 07919 440518 or
elizabeth.vallis@btinternet.com

Saturday 5 October
Art & Craft Fair, St Michael’s and St
Mary’s Church, Reepham, 10 am –
4 pm. Twenty arts and craft stalls
with a wide range of handmade
goods, including wood, ceramics,
paintings, photography, pottery and
jewellery made by crafters and
artists from our region. Tea and
coffee with light refreshments will be
available. For further details, contact
Sandy Nevard on 01603 871600 or
sandy.nevard@btinternet.com

Wednesday 9 October
Reepham Town Council meeting,
Town Hall, Church Street,
Reepham, 7.30 pm. Contact: Town
Clerk 01603 873355 or
clerk@reephamnorfolk-tc.gov.uk

Saturday 12 October
Film: Summer in February (15),
Bawdeswell Village Hall. Doors
open at 7.00 pm; film starts at 7.30
pm; bar/café. For further
information, contact Bawdeswell
Village Cinema 01362 688749 or
bawdeswell@gmail.com

Sunday 13 October
Royal British Legion, Women’s
Section, day trip to Springfields
Outlet shopping centre, Spalding,
Lincolnshire, leaving the Station
Road car park, Reepham, at 9.30
am. More pickups can be arranged.
Contact: Moira Dye 01603 871791
or dye.reepham@btopenworld.com

Sunday 13 October
Marriott’s Way 10k race, a 10-km
race along the Marriott’s Way starting
at 11 am in Aylsham and finishing in
Reepham Market Place. DixieMix
Jazz Band will be entertaining the
crowds in Reepham and several of
the town’s shops and eateries will be
open on the day to add to the

occasion. For further information,
email: sport@broadland.gov.uk or
visit www.broadland.gov.uk/mw10k

Tuesday 15 October
Reepham & District Gardening
Club, Town Hall, Church Street,
Reepham, 7.45 pm. Composting
and Care of the Soil: Terry Rands
presents an illustrated talk with
colour slides. Plus Autumn Bag
Sale: please bring surplus plants to
sell for the club after lifting and
dividing in autumn. Tel: Judy
Holland 01603 308158

Thursday 17 October
Reepham WI, St Michael’s,
Reepham, 7.30 pm. The work of St
Martin’s Housing Trust. Speaker:
Derek Player. Contact: Sue
Robinson 01603 261771 or
suzierobbo@hotmail.co.uk

Saturday 19 October
Reepham Life drop-in session,
Bircham Centre, Market Place,
Reepham, 10 am – 12 noon. You
can talk to someone about
submitting news, information,
photos or articles; advertising or
delivery problems; or becoming
involved in any aspect of local
publishing. Contact: Reepham
Community Press 01603 308158 or
info@reephamlife.co.uk

Saturday 19 October
Exploring Our Footpaths. Meet in
Whitwell Station car park at 1.30 pm
for a walk through the countryside
on the southern fringes of
Reepham. Numbers limited to
around 30 people. Contact: Imogen
and Trevor Ashwin 01603 870523 or
footpaths@world-tree.co.uk

Saturday 19 October
Rayzone Quiz & Supper, St
Michael’s, Reepham, 7 pm start.
Tickets (teams of six) £7 per person
(under 12s £4 per person), available
from the local churches and Claire
Mead (Rayzone Youth Worker)
07748 502603 or
rayzoneyouthworker@gmail.com

Saturday 26 October
Bawdeswell Badgers Halloween
Disco, Bawdeswell Village Hall, 4 –
6 pm. For the whole family, dress to
scare, spooky entertainer, face
painting, apple bobbing, hot food
available

Sunday 27 October
Reepham Nursery Halloween Party,
Reepham Town Hall, Church Street,

Reepham, 2 – 5 pm. Mainly for
nursery and early school age, but
all children welcome. Magic Charlie
will be there to do magic, balloons
and disco, also a BBQ and lots of
spooky goings on. Parents welcome
to BYOB. Tickets £3 per person (1
year and under, free); discounted
family tickets (four people) £10.
Tickets on sale from the nursery
committee. Contact: Fritha Waters
01603 873007 or
frithawaters@hotmail.com

Wednesday 30 October
Reepham late night opening, 5 – 8
pm. Contact: Reepham Chamber of
Commerce
reephamchamber@gmail.com

Wednesday 30 October
Opening of the Bircham Centre
Archive Rooms, Bircham Centre,
Market Place, Reepham, 5 – 8 pm.
Contact: Gill Wheatley,
Administrator 01603 879242 or
birchamcentre@yahoo.co.uk

Thursday 31 October
Accountancy for Small Businesses,
a talk by David Baxter, Reepham
Business Network, V’s Café,
Townsend Corner, Reepham, 7.30
am, £6 for breakfast, booking
essential. Contact: David Laws
01603 871126 or dal@davidlaws-
solicitor.com

Saturday 9 November
Coffee morning, Wood Dalling
Village Hall, 10 am

Saturday 9 November
Exploring Our Footpaths. Meet in
Reepham Station car park at 10.30
am for a rambling walk through
northern Reepham, Salle Moor and
Kerdiston. Numbers limited to
around 30 people. Contact: Imogen
and Trevor Ashwin 01603 870523.
or footpaths@world-tree.co.uk

Saturday 9 November
Film: Promised Land (15),
Bawdeswell Village Hall. Doors
open at 7.00 pm; film starts at 7.30
pm; bar/café. For further
information, contact Bawdeswell
Village Cinema 01362 688749 or
bawdeswell@gmail.com

Wednesday 13 November
Reepham Town Council meeting,
Town Hall, Church Street,
Reepham, 7.30 pm. Contact: Town
Clerk 01603 873355 or
clerk@reephamnorfolk-tc.gov.uk

Saturday 16 November
Exploring Our Footpaths. Meet in
the car park outside Salle church at

10.30 am for an exploration of the
hidden prehistory of Salle and
Heydon. This walk will take in
footpaths and green roads. It will
include some activities in which you
can take part, so numbers will be
limited to 10. Contact: Imogen and
Trevor Ashwin 01603 870523 or
footpaths@world-tree.co.uk

Tuesday 19 November
Reepham & District Gardening
Club, Town Hall, Church Street,
Reepham, 7.45 pm. Georgina Angel
talks about Fairhaven Garden: an
eclectic mix of native and cultivated
plantings with a network of dyke
systems and a private broad. Tel:
Judy Holland 01603 308158

Thursday 21 November
Reepham WI, St Michael’s,
Reepham, 7.30 pm. Annual General
Meeting. Contact: Sue Robinson
01603 261771 or
suzierobbo@hotmail.co.uk

Wednesday 11 December
Reepham Town Council meeting,
Town Hall, Church Street,
Reepham, 7.30 pm. Contact: Town
Clerk 01603 873355 or
clerk@reephamnorfolk-tc.gov.uk

Monday 16 December
Christmas Concert, St Mary’s,
Reepham, 7.30 pm, given by
Norwich Cathedral Choir and
friends. A festive evening of Advent
and Christmas music for choir,
organ, strings and percussion.
Tickets £9, includes a glass of wine,
available from 01603 872686 or on
the door. In aid of the Malawi
Association for Christian Support.
Contact: Kristina Bartlette
kristina.bartlette@gmail.com

Tuesday 17 December
Reepham & District Gardening
Club, Christmas Social Evening,
Town Hall, Church Street,
Reepham, 7 pm (please note
change of time and date). An
evening to relax and enjoy food
provided by members and drink
bought by the club. All welcome to
join in with the washing up
afterwards. Tel: Judy Holland 01603
308158
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WHAT’S ON GUIDE

We cannot accept event
details or corrections by

telephone. Please send to:
Reepham Community Press,

Homerton House, 74 Cawston
Road, Reepham NR10 4LT or

email: info@reephamlife.co.uk

IN the 21st century a mobile phone is a
vital element of modern life – and most
people use smart phones for much
more than simply making calls.

But large parts of Norfolk and Suffolk
– including major tourist hotspots – have
no coverage from big mobile operators. 

Reepham’s historic Market Place and

other parts of the town centre have par-
ticularly poor or non-existent coverage.

It is simply not good enough. This is
affecting businesses and causing safety
concerns.

We are calling on readers to complete
the EDP’s “Let’s Get Connected” petition
to show providers how poor signal is in
this area and the level of demand for
more transmitters.

Are you happy with mobile phone coverage in Reepham?

Please complete the online enquiry form at
www.edp24.co.uk/news/lets-get-connected 

CANCELLED
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Emergency services
Fire, emergency only: 999
Fire Station, School Road, Reepham 01328 862222 (office
hours)
Police emergency only: 999, otherwise: 101 and ask for the
Reepham Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) or email
sntreepham@norfolk.pnn.police.uk
Ambulance, emergency only: 999

Local representatives
Member of Parliament: Keith Simpson 020 7219 4053 or
01603 865763 or email: keith.simpson.mp@parliament.uk
Norfolk County Councillor: James Joyce 01263 587212 or
email: james.joyce@norfolk.gov.uk
Broadland District Councillor: Chris Wheeler 01603 871799 or
email: cllr.chris.wheeler@broadland.gov.uk
Town Council Chairman: Les Paterson 01603 871983 or
email: les.paterson@yahoo.com

Shopping
Market Day: Wednesday
Early closing: Some shops Thursday and/or Saturday

Public transport
Daily (Monday to Saturday) coach services to Aylsham and
Norwich via Cawston. There is also a once a week service to
Fakenham, Wroxham and Dereham. Timetables are displayed
outside the side window of the Police Station. For information
Monday to Saturday 8:30 am – 5 pm 0845 300 6116

Local help
Reepham Patient Care Fund – Reepham Rover or general
enquiries. Contact: Jeanette Overton 01603 870426
Citizens’ Advice Bureau, Girton House, Market Place,
Reepham. Wednesdays 10 am – 12.30 pm only, otherwise
telephone Norwich office 01603 765783 for advice or 01603
660857 to make an appointment. Full information on services
available at http://www.ncab.org.uk
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ACROSS
1 Insect with bats (7)
5 A thousand diamonds for small

animals (4)
7 New book (5)
8 I merge about government (6)
10 Guy about with trainee – not

pretty (4)
11 Part indeed gone (8)
13 The pink newspaper’s rip offs

(6)
14 Cut drug hard (6)
17 Arrange sore gain (8)
19 Crooked grass (4)
21 Bah! Eve be good (6)
22 Not quite in the middle of 4 (5)
23 Endless workroom in collar (4)
24 Slip pet about drinks (7)

DOWN
1 Heat form for behaviour of

particle (10)
2 Love Vin about to entangle (7)
3 Vegetable around lake (4)
4 Great about junction for aim (6)
5 Mad angle for saint (8)
6 Chief officer linked up with

shooting star (5)
9 Circulating Dave turns east.

What larks (10)
12 Flag and moving with darts (8)
15 East rental goes on and on (7)
16 Set cap at view (6)
18 Wind about east for visitor (5)
20 50 naughty child for handicap

(4)
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USEFUL INFO

Solution on page 30

By Richard Cooke
Words are our business
www.richard-cooke.co.uk  01603 873011

ROBERT Buxton, new president of Reep-
ham and District Rotary Club, was wel-
comed at the annual charter night held
at Stower Grange at the end of June,
when members and guests enjoyed and
released Gareth Homfray-Davies from his
responsibilities.

Those of you who were lucky enough
to attend the Summer Concert in Salle
Church in July will recall an exceptional
musical evening with Jayne May-Sysum,
Jocelyn Cooper and Andrew Mildinhall.
Financially, the event was also a success,
raising more than £1,300.

On two of the hottest days of the sum-
mer several stalwart and fit Rotarians
laboured to re-lay the paving flags at the
Town Hall and, although not quite fin-
ished, the terrace is looking much better
and able to be used.

On 19 August we said goodbye to the

Old Brewery House Hotel,
where we had been meeting
since inauguration in 1989.

Over the August bank
holiday weekend, we again
man ned the Art tent at the
Aylsham Show, exhibiting
many exciting paintings and
sculptures. We also had a
stall selling books and cards
of local interest and, of
course, tea and cakes, which

again proved very popular.
The event raised more than £4,500 for

charity. We very much appreciate the
considerable support we always receive.

Jef Wilson
jeffrey.wilson@tesco.net

A new president and farewell to the OBH
Reepham Rotarians said
goodbye to the Old Brewery
House on 19 August 2013.
Photo: John Tym

November issue editorial/
advertisement booking deadline:

18 October 2013
Contact: Judy Holland on 01603 308158 

or email: jholland@reephamlife.co.uk
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The Bircham Centre Shop Market
Place, Reepham. Shop opening
hours 9 am – 1 pm, Wednesday,
Friday and Saturday, plus tea shop
open at these times. Tel: 01603
879242. Email:
birchamcentre@yahoo.co.uk

The Bircham Under 5s Music
Group Meets every Monday from
1.45 pm – 2.30 pm (term time only)
upstairs in The Bircham Centre,
Market Place, Reepham. All under
5s and their adult welcome for lively
fun. Only £1 per child. Contact:
Louisa Dreisin 01603 879466 or
louisa.dreisin@hotmail.co.uk

Bridge Club Meets every Monday
from 7.30 pm in The Bircham
Centre, Market Place, Reepham.

British Legion, Men’s Section
Meets first Thursday in the month
from 2 pm – 4 pm in The Bircham
Centre, Market Place, Reepham.
Contact: Bernard Dye 01603
871791 or
dye.reepham@btopenworld.com

British Legion, Women’s Section
Meets first Thursday in the month at
2.30 pm in the Town Hall, Church
Street, Reepham. Contact: Moira
Dye 01603 871791 or
dye.reepham@btopenworld.com

Cawston Amateur Theatrical
Society Meets every Monday at 7
pm at Cawston Village Hall during
school term time. We stage two
productions per year and welcome
members age 8 years and over
from Cawston, Reepham and
surrounding villages. Contact Liz
Beard 07884 488642. Email
liz.beard@btinternet.com or
mail@catsdramagroup.com

Cawston Historical Society Meets
fourth Thursday in the month from
7.15 pm – 9.15 pm at Cawston
Village Hall

Citizens Advice Drop in for free
advice every Wednesday from 10
am – 12.30 pm at the Police
Station, Market Place, Reepham

The Craft Club Meets every
Tuesday from 9.30 am – 12 noon at
The Annexe, Oak Farm, Park Lane,
Reepham. Knitting, embroidering,
tapestry, card making and other
crafts. Contact: Moira Dye 01603
871791 or
dye.reepham@btopenworld.com

Decibells Handbell Ringers Meets
every Thursday from 10 am – 12
noon in the Bircham Centre, Market
Place, Reepham. We are available
to play for events, groups and
concerts. Newcomers welcome.
Contact: Tamara Goulding 01603
870249 or
playford1@btinternet.com

Kurling Meets every Tuesday from
2 pm – 4 pm in the Town Hall,
Church Street, Reepham. First
session no charge, but if you do
decide to join us it will only cost you

£2 per session, with tea/coffee/
biscuits included. Equipment
provided. Contact: Gwenda Dove
01603 870598 or
grandove@doves.eclipse.co.uk

Line Dance with the Wednesday
Weavers Meet every Wednesdays
from 1 pm – 2 pm beginners, 2 pm
– 4 pm beginners and improvers, in
the Town Hall, Church Street,
Reepham. Learn to dance and
exercise at the same time. All ages,
easily paced, casual dress. Tea/
squash break. Country music-based
60s/70s golden oldies/pop. £2 per
session, first taster free. Contact:
Sandra Williams 01603 872102

Rayzone Youth Club Meets every
Friday at Reepham Methodist
Church, 7.30 – 9 pm (unless
notified otherwise). Open to all Year
5-11 students. Subs 50p. Games,
chat, tuck... The autumn term will
have a mixture of regular sessions
(with a choice of activities) and
themed evenings (all the group take
part in the same activity). Contact:
Claire Mead, Rayzone Youth Worker
07748 502603 or
rayzoneyouthworker@gmail.com

Reepham Badminton Club Meets
at the Reepham High School Sports
Hall every Thursday evening during
autumn and spring terms. Junior
session (for Year 7 upwards) from
7.00 pm – 8.15 pm. Adult session
from 8.15 pm – 10 pm. Tel: 01603
873244 or 01263 584221

Reepham Business Network
Meets on alternate Thursdays from
7.30 am – 9 am at V’s Café,
Townsend Corner, Reepham. There
is no membership charge – just pay
£6 for breakfast, but please let us
know if you intend to come. Contact:
David Laws 01603 871126 or 07933
149810. Email:
info@reephambusinessnetwork.org.uk

Reepham Carpet Bowls Club
Meets every Monday from 1.30 pm
– 4.30 pm and Monday evenings
7.30 pm – 10.30 pm in the Town
Hall, Church Street, Reepham.
Membership is £1 per year and £2
each session, including tea and
biscuits. Children half price. Contact:
Eve Webber 01603 871943 or Doris
Frost 01603 870845

Reepham Chamber of Commerce
Meets every other month, normally
the last Tuesday in the month at
7.30 pm in the Kings Arms, Market
Place, Reepham. The Chamber
exists to promote businesses in and
around Reepham and to act as a
channel for sharing information
about what’s going on in the town.
New members are always welcome.
Contact: Brenda Gostling 01603
870582 or
reephamchamber@gmail.com

Reepham Cluster Area Sure Start
Bumps to 5s Meets every Friday
from 1.15 pm – 3 pm (term time
only) at Stimpson’s Piece,
Reepham. Play, chat and snacks

including toy library every third
week. No charge

Reepham Country Market Held
every Wednesday from 8 am – 11
am, in The Bircham Centre, Market
Place, Reepham. Home-made
cakes, pies, biscuits, savoury
dishes, vegetables, fruit in season,
free range eggs, jams, jellies,
chutneys, etc

Reepham & District Day Centre
Meets every Wednesday from 9.30
am – 2.30 pm. Welcome coffee on
arrival, home cooked lunch and
social time. Contact: Beth Rossetti
01603 870393 or Pauline Cooper
01603 871230

Reepham & District Gardening
Club Meets on the third Tuesday in
the month at 7.45 pm (except for
the AGM, which starts at 7.30 pm)
in the Town Hall, Church Street,
Reepham. Visitors and new
members welcome. Contact: Judy
Holland 01603 308158

Reepham & District Photographic
Club Meets on the third Thursday of
each month from 8.00 pm – 10.00
pm in The Sidings Marquee,
Whitwell & Reepham Railway,
Whitwell Road, Reepham. Contact:
M.R. Battams 01603 870874 or
mickthemole9@hotmail.com

Reepham & District Rotary Club
Meets 6.45 pm for 7.15 pm every
Monday at St Michael’s, Reepham.
Contact: John Tym 07760 272422
reservations@reephamrotary.org.uk
or Robert Buxton, President 01603
870200

Reepham Golf Society Meets
monthly at various courses around
Norfolk and Suffolk. Contact: Mark
Smith 07824 849397 or Dean
Mears 07825 299634/01603
870814 (day time)

Reepham Good Companions The
Friday Club meets every Friday at 2
pm in the Town Hall, Church Street,
Reepham. The Reepham Rover will
bring you and take you home if
transport is a problem. Contact: Eve
Webber 01603 871943

Reepham Knit and Natter Meets on
the first Monday in the month from 2
pm – 4 pm in The Bircham Centre,
Market Place, Reepham. Contact:
Brenda Palmer 01603 871641

Reepham Methodist Church
Station Road, Reepham. Sunday
Worship at 10.30 am. Coffee
morning/Traidcraft every Wednesday
from 9.30 am – 12.30 pm. Contact:
The Minister 01263 732102

Reepham Raiders Dodgeball club
meets for training every Wednesday
from 6.00–7.30 pm at Reepham
High School. New players aged 15
and over, both male and female, are
welcome. Contact: Henry Skinner
henry.skinner@hotmail.co.uk

Reepham Runners Meet Sunday
mornings 8.30 am start; Tuesday
evening sessions 6.30 pm start,
(which offers more structured
training sessions with a coach and

is suitable for all standards,
including beginners); Friday
mornings 9 am for a slower run; and
Thursdays 6.30 pm. Meet at car
park of Stimpson’s Piece recreation
ground, Reepham. Contact: Jenni
Egmore 01603 308192 or
jenni@egmore.co.uk

Reepham Singers Meet every
Thursday (term times) at 8 pm in
The Bircham Centre, Market Place,
Reepham. We are a small, female
voice choir. Contact: Louisa Dreisin
01603 879466 or
louisa.dreisin@hotmail.co.uk

The Reepham Society Holds five
public meetings a year from
February to November, on the
second Tuesday in selected months
at 7.30 pm at St Michael’s,
Reepham. Contact: Christine Powell
01603 879184 or
contact@reepham.org.uk

Reepham Toddler Club Meets every
Wednesday (term times) from 9.15
am – 11.15 am at Stimpson’s Piece,
Reepham. Pregnant mums and
parent/carers with children from new-
born to nursery age welcome. Toys,
crafts and activities and a snack time
(with a cup of coffee or tea for you
too!). £2.50 per first child and 50p per
additional sibling. Health visitor is
also present at each session

Reepham Town Council Meets on
the second Wednesday of the
month (excluding August), at 7.30
pm in the Town Hall, Church Street,
Reepham. Contact: Jo Boxall, Town
Clerk 01603 873355 or
clerk@reephamnorfolk-tc.gov.uk

Reepham WI Meets on the third
Thursday in the month at 7.30 pm at
St Michael’s, Reepham. Women of all
ages are welcome to join. Contact:
Sue Robinson 01603 261771 or
suzierobbo@hotmail.co.uk

Rock Solid, one of Rayzone’s
(Reepham Area Youth Project)
Friday clubs, meets alternate
Fridays at St Michael’s, Reepham,
from 6 – 7 pm. All Year 5-9 students
are welcome to come along for
games and challenges – looking at
life skills. Subs 50p. Contact: Claire
Mead, Rayzone Youth Worker
07748 502603 or
rayzoneyouthworker@gmail.com

St Mary’s Sunday Worship at 10.30
am, followed by refreshments in St
Michael’s. For details of this and
other services, see the church
noticeboard. Contact: Revd.
Margaret Dean 01603 879275

Yoga Classes Held Monday 6.15
pm – 7.45 pm (£6) and Tuesday
10.30 am – 12 noon (£5). Also
chair-based exercises for mobility,
flexibility and strength, breathing
exercises and relaxation, Tuesday
1.30 pm – 2.30 pm (no charge,
donations only). St Michael’s,
Reepham. Contact: Angela
Thompson 01603 870800 or
ken_thompson@lineone.net

REGULAR EVENTS

November issue deadline:
18 October 2013
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 53 OLLANDS ROAD 
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  Tel.  01603 870503                         Fully Qualified 
  Mobile :  07792 370412                  Free Estimates     

FREE ADVERTISING OF HOUSEHOLD, GARDEN 
AND PERSONAL EFFECTS ONLY 

UP TO A TOTAL COLLECTIVE SALE VALUE OF £300
(Vehicles, cars, caravans, trailers, boats, property, businesses, etc., not accepted without charge)

Animals – pets, livestock, live fish, etc., not accepted

Free Ads

Reepham High School boys’
blazers: 32 in chest, excellent
condition (barely worn) £7; 38 in
chest v. good condition £6; 33 in
chest, good condition £5. Tel: 07765
702627

Cambridge CD4 CD player; Marantz
PM43 amplifier; Yamaha KX130
Natural Sound cassette player; two
B&W speakers and leads; £100. Tel:
01603 879195

Victorian (maybe Edwardian)
Ottoman with padded lid (needs
recovering), 124 x 54 x 50 cm on
castors. Woodwork and internal
lining in good condition, £50.00. Tel:
0776 805 7960

Vaporetto 2400 steam cleaner,
hardly used, good condition £110
o.n.o. Tel: 01263 587602

I knit for charity. If you would like me
to knit to your pattern with your wool

or use my patterns and wool
contact me. I also have some items
already knitted up for sale. Tel: Edna
01603 872510

Plastic black moulded pond, 195 cm
L x 130 cm W x 48 cm D. Very good
condition, used only for pet duck
(too old to use it now) £40. Tel:
01603 870581

Wanted: somebody to go back in
time with me. This is not a joke.
You’ll get paid after we get back.
Must bring your own weapons.
Safety not guaranteed. I have only
done this once before

Turkey for sale, partially eaten, only
eight days old, both drumsticks still
intact

For sale: one pair of hardly used
dentures, only two teeth missing

1996 Honda 1996, AM/FM/CD, low

mileage, good condition, speaks
Spanish

Free to good home: beautiful six-
month-old male kitten, orange and
caramel tabby, playful, friendly, very
affectionate, ideal for family with
kids. OR: handsome 32-year-old
husband, personable, funny, good
job, but doesn’t like cats, says he
goes or cat goes. Call Jennifer:
come and see both and decide
which you’d like

Used toilet paper for sale. I have a
wide selection of brands and
designs, call for details and prices

Human skull, used once only

1995 Nissan Maxima, good
condition, not for sale, he just wants
people to know he’s got it

For sale: owing to the recession, I
am forced to sell my collection of

Star Trek portraits in order to
continue paying for my World of
Warcraft subscription. Each one is
hand-painted by myself. Please call.
If Mum picks up, ask for Warlock

Full size mattress, like new, slight
urine smell

Oak funeral handmade casket, only
used once

Free ads restricted to ONE
submission of 30 WORDS
maximum and total value

of £300 per issue

Free ads restricted to ONE submission of 30 WORDS MAXIMUM PER ISSUE
ANY EXCEEDING THIS LIMIT WILL BE AUTOMATICALLY REJECTED

Free ads can be emailed to: freeads@reephamlife.co.uk or left at Very Nice Things, Market Place, Reepham
Please include your name and address (not for publication) so we can verify your entry
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D A PLUMBING SERVICES
Oil boiler due for a service, 

broken down or needs replacing?

Call David on 01603 871202 
or 07771 602218

All plumbing work undertaken
Central heating power flushing

OFTEC-registered technician. All work guaranteed

Your local plumbing and heating engineer

Anna’s Home Help Services
Experienced local domiciliary 

& domestic assistant
For assistance with personal care,
cleaning, cooking, shopping etc.
One-off or regular appointments

Tel: 07548 843456
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