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Reepham Life is a free monthly newspaper (10 editions a
year) published by Reepham Community Press. It is
distributed to more than 1,100 homes throughout Reepham
with additional distribution points within the town and
surrounding villages in the district, giving a total circulation
of 1,600 copies.

Reepham Life is essential reading
for local people – residents,
businesses, community groups – and
visitors.

Each issue of Reepham Life features regular reports from
the various clubs, societies and groups in the area,
including the Town Council, Chamber of Commerce, Police,
WI, schools, churches and sports clubs.

As well as being an informative publication, keeping the
community aware of what is going on in the town, it aims to
provide something of interest for everyone, both young and
old.

2014 ADVERTISING RATES (£ PER MONTH)

SPECIAL POSITIONS
no. of months 1-3 4-6 7-10
Full page inside front/inside back colour £175 £150 £130

Full page outside back colour 175 150 130

Front page ‘business card’ colour 60 45 35

Page 3 ‘business card’ black and white 40 30 25

INSIDE POSITIONS
no. of months 1-3 4-6 7-10
Full page colour £150 £130 £110

Full page black and white 130 125 100

Half page colour 100 80 65

Half page black and white 70 65 50

Quarter page colour 60 50 40

Quarter page black and white 40 30 25

Eighth page black and white 30 25 20

‘Business card’ black and white 20 15 12

Double ‘business card’ black and white 30 25 20

Services Guide black and white (10 issues) 100

ADVERTISEMENT SIZES (WIDTH X DEPTH)
Full page 190 mm x 277 mm

Half page 190 mm x 136 mm

Quarter page 93 mm x 136 mm

Eighth page 93 mm x 65 mm

‘Business card’ 93 mm x 32 mm

Double ‘business card’ 190 mm x 32 mm

Services Guide 60 mm x 35 mm

2014 COPY DATES
MONTH ADVERTISING COPY DATE PUBLICATION DATE

February 2014 20 January 2014 3 February 2014
March 2014 14 February 2014 3 March 2014
April 2014 14 March 2014 1 April 2014
May 2014 15 April 2014 1 May 2014
June 2014 15 May 2014 2 June 2014
July/August 2014 13 June 2014 1 July 2014
September 2014 15 August 2014 1 September 2014
October 2014 15 September 2014 1 October 2014
November 2014 17 October 2014 3 November 2014
December/January 2015 14 November 2014 1 December 2014

For more information contact Judy Holland on 

01603 308158
jholland@reephamlife.co.uk
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OUR local highways came into existence

long before the first co
mmercial m

otor car

was built in the late 19th century, and

since then much of this network has

failed to keep pace with ever-increasing

modern demands.

In many parts of Norfolk, public trans-

port remains far from satisfact
ory, and this

is one of the reasons why the private m
o-

tor vehicle will remain an essential part

of our lives for the foreseeable future.

Many people agree that traffic
 problems

are becoming worse in towns and vil-

lages, with the streets never intended to

accommodate much more than a modest

number of horse-drawn vehicles.

Obviously, the location of buildings re-

stricts ch
ange, but congestion and the risk

of accidents are steadily rising owing to

higher vehicle usage, inappropriate park-

ing and the inability of our local author-

ities to control things properly.

On most days in Reepham, it is possible

to find examples of badly parked cars and

vans that take up half the road, cause

hold-ups and create p
otentially dangerous

situations.

In addition, the number of vehicles

com pletely blocking important stretches

of pavement seems to have increased

considerably. This means that pedestrians

are often forced to walk out into an ex-

posed area of road, which is the last thing

you want if disabled, confined to a wheel-

chair, elderly, car
rying a load of shopping

or pushing a baby in a buggy.

In Reepham, there are several parking

hot spots that urgently need attention.

While the Spar provides a valuable and

important service, the location of this

store is far fr
om ideal and it is hard to ig-

nore parking problems created
 in the im-

mediate area
. Further, obstructive parking

in parts of Station Road seems to be on

the increase.

Of more concern is the line of vehicles

almost permanently parked along a

lengthy stretch of Norwich Road that of-

ten extends from the Bircham Road

junction to outside Virginia’s Workbox.

The situation has become steadily

worse over the past couple of years and

it encourages drivers to
 race past this nar-

row bottleneck as quickly as possible.

Who can blame them when there are no

gaps to pull into?

A little intelligent thought might solve

this problem, but in the meantime, the

whole stretch
 of road urgently needs dou-

ble yellow lines and parking restrictions

enforced.

One place in Reepham that has the po-

tential for a serious accident owing to

dangerous parking is the bend where

New Road joins The Moor. Vehicles are

regularly parked on the outside of this

blind corner, creating the need for traffic

to swing across the road in one of the

most dangerous spots imaginable.

I do not know if there have been any

bad accidents at this location, but it can

only be a matter of time and we should
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As you enter Reepham, an unwelcome line of parked vehicles tells you something

about the town and the lack of local traffic management. Photo © Bill Rose

31 Church Street, Sheringham, Norfolk NR26 8QS. TEL 01263 825274

Manufacturers and suppliers of curtains and curtain poles, roller blinds,

pleated blinds, vertical blinds, venetian blinds, fly screens, wooden

shutters, canopies, awnings and more. All with free measuring and fitting.

www.sunlinecurtainsandblinds.co.uk

Hazardous car parking 

adds to traffic chaos

by BILL ROSE
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IAIN Wilson of Holt-based Byfords has

announced the completion of the pur-

chase of the Old Brewery House Hotel

in Reepham.Mr Wilson, who managed the hotel for

five years in the 1990s, having initially run

the hotel’s health club, said an extensive

consultation lasting six to nine months

will now be held with the town’s resi-

dents and key stakeholders, with the aim

of coming up with a viable commercial

plan to move the project forward.
However, it is likely that there will be

major changes, particularly at the rear of

the property, which closed as a hotel in

August and is now in “a sorry state”.
The first phase of development will be

renovating the roof, exterior and down-

stairs areas of the Grade II listed building

on the Market Place side, initially provid-

ing a commercial venture for the sale of

food and drink. Mr Wilson revealed that

this phase alone is likely cost around £1.5

million.
The second stage would be the devel-

opment of the back of the property. This

will probably mean the demolition of the

sports centre, which includes a swimming

pool and squash courts, and the construc-

tion of a number of high-quality residen-

tial units in order to fund the renovation

and refurbishment of the remainder of the

property.
The third phase would involve devel-

oping the upstairs area of the main build-

ing and the east and west wings, which

were later extensions to the property. Mr

Wilson suggested that this could result in

around 10 bedrooms for the hotel, pos-

sibly along the lines of the “posh B&B”

offered by Byfords in Holt. (The hotel

currently has 23 bedrooms.)
The entire project could take five

years to complete, said Mr Wilson. With

traditional pubs closing and consumer

habits altering drastically over the past 15

years, “so the Old Brewery House will

also have to change,” he said.
“It is simply not viable for a hotel to ex-

ist on a site of that size in Reepham today.

Solely as a hotel as it is now, the bottom

line is that there will have to be significant

changes.”
Byfords also owns, co-owns and/or

manages the Kings Head at Holt, The Pigs

at Edgefield and the Assembly House in

Norwich.
Mr Wilson stressed that the company

acquires property not just as an invest-

ment, but to retain for the long term, al-

though any proposition has to make com-

mercial sense: “Our track record proves

that we can provide sustainable benefits

to the community.”He admitted that, following his earlier ex-

perience in Reepham, there is a bit of an

emotional attachment to the Old Brew ery

House (he met his wife on the treadmill

in the leisure centre). “We were looking for

a challenge and this project gives us a
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Byfords completes Old
Brewery House purchase
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The Old Brewery House Hotel, Reepham
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